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Introductory remarks

This text will overview the position on the so-called "Special Military Operation”
(SMO) of the religious communities and their leaders that are officially classified
in the Russian discourse as "traditional" — Orthodox Christianity, Islam, Buddhism
and Judaism. It is these denominations that are the most numerous, play a
key role in shaping the state policy in the religious field, and have the
greatest (although difficult to "measure") influence on society. The close
control of their institutions by state bodies led not only to the clergy's
demonstrative loyalty (with few exceptions) to the Kremlin's official position on
the war in Ukraine, but also to more or less active promotion of its "sacralization".
The idea that the Kremlin's imperial war could be interpreted in religious terms as
"just", "holy" or "godly" has been promoted literally from the first days of the
invasion. This imposition of the sacred dimension of war served to justify its
aggressive nature, legitimize mobilization, and form the belief among part of the
population that participation in hostilities is not only a civil but also a “spiritual”
duty.

The term "traditional religious denominations" itself, despite its widespread
use at the level of the highest officials’, does not have a clear legal definition in
Russian legislation®. It is rather a concept that suggests that certain religions
should be considered “historically rooted in Russia,” while all others are viewed
as “foreign” and “borrowed”. At the same time, it is obvious that even within the
framework of "traditional" religions, only those branches of religion are
recognized that are under the strict control of state bodies. In the case of
Christianity, for instance, this mainly refers to the Russian Orthodox Church,
while Islam is recognized only in its officially sanctioned forms controlled by




official muftis. Attempts to use a similar approach can also be traced in the
attitude towards Buddhism and Judaism.

Despite the fact that the Constitution of the Russian Federation declares the
country as a secular state and guarantees the equality of all citizens regardless
of religious affiliation, there are clear differences in the attitude towards different
faiths in practice. Faith is seen not only as a sign of personal identity, but
also as a factor in political loyalty. Legislative mechanisms, in particular the
provisions on “protection of the feelings of believers™, ensure preferential
treatment for religious communities, however, within a clear hierarchy:
“traditional” religions are effectively identified with loyalty to the state, while
“non-traditional” ones may be subject to administrative pressure and
persecution*. There are no official statistics in Russia on the number of adherents
of various religious groups, as the law prohibits requesting information from
citizens about their religious affiliation. Data on religious affiliation are based
exclusively on sociological surveys, which can hardly be considered reliable and
comprehensive.

Thus, according to a study by the Public Opinion Foundation (Russian
abbreviation - FOM) in April 2022, 63% of respondents indicated their affiliation
with Orthodoxy, and among young people aged 18-30, only 51% chose this
option of religious self-identification. At the same time, the results of this survey
showed that 8% of Russians practice Islam, and among citizens aged 31 to 45,
one in ten (10%) calls themselves Muslim®. The All-Russian Center for the Study
of Public Opinion (Russian abbreviation - VTsIOM) published data in March 2024
on 66% of respondents who identified themselves as Orthodox (which is 9% less
than in 2015), 6% as Muslims, and about 1% as Buddhists®. The number of
Jewish community members is statistically insignificant (less than 0.05%), which
is due to the specifics of this religious tradition.

Unlike the VTsIOM and FOM data, alternative studies and census data generally
indicate a much higher percentage of individuals who self-identify as Muslims.
For instance, according to a study by the Pew Research Center (2017), about
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10% of Russian citizens (approximately 14.5 million people) stated that they
belong to the Muslim community’. These indicators are also corroborated by the
data of the 2021 All-Russian Census, which recorded positive demographic and
migration dynamics among certain ethnic groups that traditionally practice Islam?.
Given the above, correctly defining the proportion of the Russian Federation's
population that can be classified as "practicing believers" of any of the
"traditional" faiths is problematic. Accordingly, the extent of the impact of
statements, messages, sermons or fatwas by religious leaders proclaiming the
“sacred” nature of the Russian-Ukrainian war on these communities remains
uncertain, as well.

For example, among Muslims, the level of adherence to religious precepts is
generally higher than among Orthodox or Buddhists (although Russian experts
insist that they also make up no more than 10% of the entire local Ummah)®. At
the same time, as in the case of the Russian Orthodox Church clergy, it is
difficult to objectively assess how authoritative and binding the theological
interpretations of the war expressed by individual muftis are for Russian
Muslims, especially given the lack of complete unity among them on this issue.

Therefore, the text focuses on the fact that attempts to give the war a "sacred
meaning" and attract leaders of various denominations to its support performed a
predominantly symbolic function serving as a means of justifying the actions of
secular authorities and strengthening their legitimacy, and did not reflect certain
"demands" determined by individual religious doctrines that came "from within"
the communities of believers themselves.

Role of the ROC in the Justification, Ideological Substantiation and
“Sacralization” of the Russian-Ukrainian War

The question of the role and significance of the Russian Orthodox Church in
today's political system of the Russian Federation remains a subject of scholarly
debate. Back in 2014, one of the Russian publicists noted that "Orthodoxy as a
religion plays a certain role in Putinism, but this role differs both from the ideas of
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the ROC hierarchs and from the interpretations of its critics™°. On the one hand,
the legitimizing function of the church as a “historically rooted” institution that has
a sacred status and claims a “connection with the supernatural” is important for
the Russian regime. On the other hand, Vladimir Putin does not position himself
as a "submissive child" of the ROC and does not view its hierarchy as an
absolute spiritual authority. At the same time, he actively uses the concepts
developed in church circles, in particular the “Russian world” ideology, which
became one of the central ideological foundations of the war against Ukraine™'.
In general, according to some researchers, a social religion has already been
fully formed in Russia, which does not oppose itself to "real" religions, but rather
"builds" on top of them absorbing their symbolism and images. The social
religion is mandatory for everyone, while in private life one can believe in
anything observing the ritual of loyalty. It borrows only the ritual and external form
from Orthodoxy — some images, actions, and words'.

It is also worth noting that Russia is not an "ultra-Orthodox" country, and the
ROC is not an institution that can secure a decisive voice in politics by
dominating the hearts of tens of millions of citizens. The Kremlin’s official rhetoric
(supported by the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church) suggests that the
number of Orthodox Christians in Russia cannot be less than the share of ethnic
Russians (approximately 80%) in the overall demographic structure®. At the
same time, a more detailed analysis of the Russian population's religious
practices has long demonstrated the formality of such self-identification. For
example, a 2008 study showed that 80% of nominal Orthodox Christians in the
Russian Federation had never received Eucharist, 55% had never attended a
church service, 27% did not know any of the Ten Commandments, and 20% of
those who identified with Orthodoxy openly declared their atheistic views'.
There is no reason to believe that any significant changes have occurred in this
area over the last decade. For example, according to data published by the
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs at the end of 2024, church attendance on
Orthodox Christmas has almost halved over the past five years, and no more
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than 2% of Russians attended this one of the most important services of the
liturgical year'®.

In addition to its domestic political significance, the ROC plays an important role
in the Kremlin's foreign policy. Back in Soviet times, the state used it as a
tool of international influence, and after 1991, as a means of expanding its
presence in the post-Soviet space. In particular, the representation of the ROC in
the World Council of Churches contributed to the creation of a positive image of
modern Russia in the international arena. Bilateral contacts with other local
Orthodox churches were also significant, allowing for indirect influence on the
politics of countries such as Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria and Georgia. In the
post-Soviet space, the ROC maintained dominant positions in Ukraine, Belarus
and Moldova, and also performed an integration function for the Russian minority
in the Baltic countries’®.

The fulfilment of this foreign policy task to a certain extent limited the
Patriarchate's ability to openly and fully support the Kremlin's rhetoric. In
particular, Patriarch Kirill avoided direct participation in the events related to the
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and maintained the formal subordination of the
Crimean, as well as Luhansk and Donetsk, dioceses to Kyiv (the so-called
“Ukrainian Orthodox Church” in unity with the Moscow Patriarchate). All of this,
of course, happened with the approval of the Kremlin, which took into account
the specifics of the Patriarchate's situation and its importance for the
implementation of foreign policy goals. However, after the Ecumenical
Patriarchate granted autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine in 2018,
Putin may have had claims against the ROC, as well as increased doubts about
its effectiveness outside Russia'.

The approach formed in previous years also influenced the strategy of the ROC
leadership in February 2022, when Putin purposefully used the protection of the
interests of the Russian Orthodox Church as one of the official pretexts for the
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. On February 21, he stated that “in Kyiv, they
continue to prepare a crackdown on the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
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Moscow Patriarchate™®, thereby trying to legitimize aggression through the
religious factor’.

It can be argued with a high degree of probability that Patriarch Kirill was aware
of the decision to invade in advance®. At the same time, in the first days of the
war, the ROC leadership refrained from publicly supporting the hostilities?'.
Presumably, this position was agreed upon with the Kremlin, which did not insist
on immediate official statements, either. Instead, the Patriarch limited himself to
calls to “pray for peace”, while simultaneously using propaganda narratives
about the “common historical heritage” and “united destiny” of Russia and
Ukraine.

Already on March 6, on Forgiveness Sunday, Patriarch Kirill openly justified the
need for war during his sermon, stating that it was directed against “values alien
to Russia”. He emphasized that the conflict has ‘not a physical, but a
metaphysical meaning’?2.

On March 9, the ROC head repeated the key theses of Russian propaganda
about “fraternal peoples” and accused the West of trying to impose “values alien
to Orthodoxy” on Ukraine®. He also claimed that holding gay pride parades was
a “test of loyalty” for world powers, thereby equating Russia’s actions with
“defending traditional morality”.

In early March 2022, the head of the World Council of Churches, loan Sauca,
appealed to Patriarch Kirill to influence the RF's military-political leadership, but
in response, the ROC head stated that the cause of the war was the West's
attempt to "mentally transform" Ukrainians into enemies of Russia?®.

On March 16, the Moscow Patriarchate distributed a special prayer “for peace”
among clergy, making it mandatory for liturgical services®. However, in parallel
with this gesture, Patriarch Kirill intensified his direct and unequivocal support for
Russian aggression, although he avoided deeper “spiritual” interpretations of
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events. In his sermons, he repeatedly expressed praised what the Russian
military did, claiming that “the future of Russia depends on their actions”.

After the publication of evidence of mass killings in Bucha, Patriarch Kirill
declared that Russians are a "peace-loving people" ready to "defend their
home"*. This position contradicted previous church norms and principles:
according to the Social Concept of the ROC, the church cannot support an
aggressive war and must express sympathy for the victims of obvious
aggression®. Thus, the public statements of the ROC head in the first two
months of the "special military operation" actually violated the established church
standards and rules.

To overcome this apparent contradiction, the ROC began to emphasize that it is
Russia and Russians, not Ukrainians, who are the victims of the insidious attack.
On May 3, 2022, Patriarch Kirill celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the Archangel
Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin. In his sermon, he once again emphasized that
Russia has never attacked anyone, but only “defended its borders™®. After all
these statements, there were proposals to impose international sanctions on the
head of the ROC, as one of those co-responsible for unleashing and justifying
the war®. Reacting to such statements by the head of the Russian Orthodox
Church, even Pope Francis, who is extremely positive about Russia, urged the
Patriarch “not to stoop to the level of Putin’s altar boy™'.

The transition from "religiously ornamented" political rhetoric to a direct
theological justification for the war was completed in September 2022. After the
announcement of mobilization in the Russian Federation, Patriarch Kirill not only
publicly supported this decision, but also stated that Russian military who died as
a result of hostilities receive "absolution of sins"*.

A separate aspect of attempts to interpret the “special military operation” as a
war with a deep mystical connotation was the use of biblical categories to
describe V. Putin’s “role in history”®. For instance, in October 2022, the Patriarch
called on the people of Russia to pray for the health of the president for two days
on the eve of his 70th birthday. In prayer books distributed to military personnel,
Vladimir Putin was called archistratigo — the leader of the heavenly army, which
effectively equated him with St. Michael the Archangel*.



In May 2023, during a prayer service in the Kremlin's Annunciation Cathedral,
the ROC head blessed Putin to remain in power "until the end of time", which
some observers perceived as another allusion to the idea of the modern era as a
period of the Apocalypse ("end times")*®. On November 20 of the same year,
during a meal on the occasion of his birthday, the Patriarch declared that the
clergy "are on the front lines today", and the Russian president and the state
"defend the values that are blocking... the movement to the end of time under the
rule of the Antichrist"* .

In July 2024, speaking about Putin, Gundyaev emphasized that Russia was
lucky because “the Lord sent a person in this difficult time who is able not only to
hold back the blow, but also to mobilize the country so that it has the strength to
resist the onslaught of total evil’¥ .

Interestingly, since March 2022, V. Putin himself has sporadically used the term
“holy battle” in reference to the war he has unleashed®. At the same time, there
is no reason to believe that he insisted on an official theological justification for
this concept from the Russian Orthodox Church. Presumably, various religious
actions, including religious processions, the transfer of "miraculous" icons to the
front line, the activities of military clergy, etc., were considered an acceptable
level of "blessing and support" from the ROC?°.

A clear problem for both the Kremlin and the Russian Orthodox Church was that
the fighting was being waged against fellow believers, since the majority of
Ukraine's population is Orthodox. This "inconvenience" was resolved by denying
the confessional status of those who resisted the aggression - they were
effectively denied the right to be considered Orthodox Christians. “What is the
enemy in a confessional sense? Its core is made up of Nazis who profess racist
Satanism. The instigators of the war with Russia are the militant Uniates of
Galicia - traitors to Orthodoxy - and schismatics from the OCU, as well as the
“Ukraine-is-Europe” idolaters of rainbow Western values™® — wrote on this
occasion the “venerable” Moscow archpriest V. Tsypin.

Accusations of the neighboring state's leadership of allegedly systematic
persecution of citizens for their religious beliefs are intended to justify
unprovoked aggression against it, as well. In July 2023, the Bishops' Council
adopted an official document in which the Ukrainian authorities were called "the
heirs of the Bolshevik theomachists""'.



Two key facts indicate that the clergy of the Russian Orthodox Church hesitated
before taking the final step of officially declaring the war “holy”. First, this was
done only two years after the start of the aggression. Second, the official
declaration was made not within the Patriarchate itself, but at a congress of the
World Russian People’s Council (WRPC), an organization that operates under
the auspices and control of the ROC, but is not formally part of its organizational
structure.

A kind of “announcement” of this step was the holding in January 2024, within
the framework of the XXXII Christmas Readings, of a joint conference with the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation called “Holy War: The
Transformation of Russia” and dedicated to Russia’s war of aggression against
Ukraine. The event featured theses that were in line with the provisions set out in
the “Mandate” of the World Russian People’s Council published on March 27,
2024. In particular, the "sacredness" of Russia's war against Ukraine was
justified by the claim that the Russian Federation was supposedly "protecting
Holy Russia and the world from the onslaught of globalism and the victory of the
West, which had descended into Satanism"*.

It is not known whether the act of declaring the “sacredness” of war had any
significant impact on Russian society beyond a narrow circle of radical Orthodox
fundamentalists. At the same time, it provoked criticism from the international
Christian community.

In particular, the World Council of Churches (WCC) condemned the decision of
the World Russian People’s Council, which characterized the war in Ukraine as
“holy”. The WCC emphasized that such statements contradict Christian
principles of peace and reconcilement*. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew also
issued a sharp criticism, stating that this war is not "holy" but "godless"*.

"Jihad by Order": Strategies for Engaging Muslims in the "SMO"

The Kremlin has a multi-level interest in the support by the Muslim community. In
particular, the republics with predominantly Muslim populations have until
recently played a key role in ensuring the electoral stability of the Putin regime.
The six main Muslim regions - Chechnya, Ingushetia, Dagestan,



Kabardino-Balkaria, Tatarstan and Bashkortostan — have demonstrated the
highest level of loyalty to the government. In exchange, the Kremlin has allowed
them to retain certain cultural and legal specifics®.

Since the 2010s, after the Russian regime shifted to a conservative ideology, the
state’s relationship with Muslim communities has become even stronger. In this
context, Islam has come to be seen as an ally of the Kremlin in promoting
so-called “traditional values.” In particular, the Mufti of Tatarstan, Kamil
Samigullin, has become one of the key ideologists of amendments to the
Russian Constitution aimed at consolidating the traditional model of the family as
a “union of a man and a woman’ss.

Both official propaganda and the controlled muftiates actively spread the idea
that Islam is one of the religions treated by the Russian authorities with special
respect and provided with comprehensive support*’. This idea is supported, in
particular, by statements about resolving issues related to the construction of
new mosques, which are critically lacking, especially in Moscow, at the highest
political level*.

It is obvious that the Kremlin’s real policy towards Muslim communities differs
significantly from its official declaration. Practical measures and non-public steps
of the authorities often contradict the rhetoric of “special respect” for Islam. The
terms actively used in official discourse — in particular, “traditional” and
“‘non-traditional” Islam — mostly serve as a tool for repression against
representatives of the Islamic clergy and organizations that seem “suspicious” to
the special services.

A striking example of this is the situation with the Hizb ut-Tahrir organization,
which is not recognized as a terrorist organization in most countries of the world,
but has been given such status in the Russian Federation. Its supporters face
severe persecution, receiving disproportionately harsh prison sentences simply
for affiliation with the organization®.

The Kremlin’s policy on religious literature is chaotic and often openly
anti-Muslim. A striking example was the inclusion on August 29, 2022, of a
translation of the hadiths of Sahih al-Bukhari, one of the most authoritative
collections of Islamic texts, in the Federal List of Extremist Materials. No other
country in the world has recognized collections of hadiths as “extremist”. Only



after protests from the Council of Muftis of the Russian Federation and a sharp
reaction from Ramzan Kadyrov were the Russian authorities forced to reconsider
this decision®.

Regular cases of humiliation of Muslims in state structures, in particular in the
penitentiary system, remain insufficiently covered in the media, which allows
Russian officials to avoid responsibility. In particular, there are numerous cases
where the administration of correctional institutions confiscated the Koran from
prisoners, forced them to eat food prohibited by Islamic prescriptions, and
committed other acts of contempt for their religious beliefs®'. It is likely that the
commanders' demonstrative insult to the religious feelings of two Muslims of
Tajik origin was one of the main reasons for the incident with dozens of dead and
injured that occurred on October 15, 2022 at a military training ground in
Belgorod*2.

A similar attitude is also evident in the actions of law enforcement agencies.
Police and intelligence agencies regularly conduct raids on mosques during
religious holidays and the obligatory Friday prayer (juma namaz). The most
high-profile cases of mass detentions of Muslims in 2023-2024 occurred
precisely during Friday prayers, which are mandatory for all adult Muslim
males®.

Despite all these trends, the Kremlin actively uses the message of its "special
respect” for Islam not only in domestic policy, but also in rhetoric on the
international stage. The Russian government positions itself as a state that
protects the religious feelings of Muslims, unlike Western countries, which
allegedly tolerate acts of desecration of Islamic shrines, in particular the Holy
Quran. "This is a holy thing for Muslims and for everyone else. We know that in
other countries they do things differently - they do not respect people's religious
feelings and say that this is not a crime", - V. Putin said among other things
during a visit to the mosque in Derbent on June 28, 2023*. The Russian
Federation does demonstratively persecute individuals accused of insulting the
Quran, as in the so-called “Zhuravel Case”. However, Russian special services
are most likely behind a series of similar actions in Europe. The FSB is also likely
involved in supporting anti-Muslim sentiment in Moscow and organizing
blasphemous anti-Islamic actions, which allows the authorities to manipulate the
Muslim community using both carrot and stick methods®.



An important element of the Kremlin’s policy of independence and commitment
to the concept of a “multipolar world” is the demonstration of Russia’s “special”
ties with the Muslim world. In the first decade of Putin’s rule, the Russian
Federation’s approach to Muslim countries remained controversial. On the one
hand, the Kremlin actively “solved” the problem of Islamic radicalism within the
country, strengthening control over Muslim religious centers and restricting their
activities. On the other hand, efforts to strengthen relations with Muslim states
have failed to eliminate mutual distrust. In both Moscow and Muslim capitals,
such initiatives were largely perceived as a demonstrative gesture designed to
create the illusion of friendship and arouse “jealousy” in the West*®.

After 2014, Moscow repeatedly tried to demonstrate that the Muslim world
supported its actions, including the annexation of Crimea and the war against
Ukraine. One of the key propaganda messages aimed at the Muslim population
of the Russian Federation was the claim that “no Muslim” or “no Arab” country
had imposed sanctions against Russia.

However, Moscow received real and practical support mainly from Iran, a Shiite
theocratic state, and Syria, where power remained in the hands of the Alawites
until the end of 2024. The Sunni world often denies recognition of Alawites as
Muslims, considering them as a separate religious group that combines elements
of Islam and pre-Islamic beliefs. This specificity in itself complicated the dialogue
of the Russian Federation with leading Sunni countries, many of which are in a
geopolitical confrontation with Iran®.

Although Islam does not provide for a centralized religious hierarchy, Russia
does have formalized religious administrations (Muslim Spiritual Directorate,
muftiats) that perform administrative functions and interact with the state. Despite
the Kremlin's attempts to create a unified administrative structure to control Islam
in the Russian Federation, this has never been achieved due to competition
between the Tatar and Caucasian muftiats, as well as personal conflicts between
their leaders.

At the same time, all key muftis demonstrate absolute loyalty to the authorities,
which minimizes the risks of destabilizing Muslim communities.

Today, there are several dozen independent religious administrations, most of
which are part of four main centralized organizations:



The Central Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Russia (CSAMS)
(Ufa) is the oldest structure, dating back to Soviet times. It is headed by the
Supreme Mufti Talgat Tajuddin, known for his eccentric behavior and scandalous
statements that have drawn criticism from Russian Muslims®. In particular, in
November 2022, he called Russia “a true caliphate of God, in which traditional
values are preserved, and representatives of different nationalities and religions
live in peace™®.

The Spiritual Administration of Muslims of the Russian Federation
(SAM RF) (Moscow) established in 1994 and headed by Ravil Gaynutdin, who
also heads the Council of Muftis of Russia (CMR). He tried to become the
“‘number 1” Muslim leader in the Russian Federation, but was unable to maintain
dominant influence even in Tatarstan®.

The Coordination Center of Muslims of the North Caucasus (CCM
NC) that was headed wuntil August 2024 by Ismail Berdiyev from
Karachay-Cherkessia, whose real influence was limited due to his archaic
views®', the ethnic diversity of the region, and the dominance of Sufism there. He
was succeeded by the Mufti of Chechnya, Salah Mezhiyev, who is called
Ramzan Kadyrov’'s “pocket mufti” and who has no serious authority among the
RF’s Islamic clergy, either®.

The Spiritual Assembly of Muslims of Russia (SAMR) established in
2016 and headed by the former Mufti of Chuvashia, Albir Krganov. It is the
youngest and most active organization, with a leader who is the most sensitive
and prompt in responding to changes in the political environment®.

After February 24, 2022, Russian muftis publicly outlined their position on the
war in Ukraine. In general, it is quite loyal to the official Kremlin policy, although it
contains certain differences in the interpretation of how specifically this armed
conflict can be considered a "jihad".

For instance, the CSAMS head, Talgat Tajuddin, stated®that he “sincerely
supports the decision to conduct a special military operation to protect the
population, demilitarize, and eliminate the threat of the revival of Nazism”. He
issued a special fatwa (theological opinion) in which he declared those who died
during hostilities as part of the Russian Armed Forces, in particular during the
“special military operation” in Donbas and Ukraine, to be shahids®.



The SAMR Mufti, Albir Krganov, fully supported Russia's war against Ukraine,
emphasizing that “Muslims must wish victory for their Fatherland”®. At the same
time, he did not demonstrate his own initiative in openly calling this war a jihad,
limiting himself to vague phrases.

The Mufti of Chechnya, Salah Mezhiyev, was one of the first to speak out on this
issue. As early as February 27, 2022, he stated that the Chechen military, who
are participating in hostilities in Ukraine, “are on the path of Allah™’. He
compared them to the companions of the Prophet Muhammad, who “fought as
part of the Ethiopian army against its opponents under the command of a
Christian”. Later, during a roundtable discussion in the State Duma on March 29,
Mezhiev declared that “fascists, Nazis, Satanists, the LGBT community,
Wahhabis, and other ‘black devils” were fighting against Russia, so all Muslims
who died in this war would be recognized as shahids®.

On March 16, 2022, the leaders of the Russian Federation's main muftiats made
a joint statement in support of the war against Ukraine, calling it a “forced
measure” to protect Russia from the threat of the use of “nuclear and biological
weapons by NATO countries™®. They called on Muslims to defend “the interests
of their Fatherland in dealing with fellow believers from other countries” and “to
repulse all who try to denigrate the feat of our brothers”. It was also declared that
“all Muslims who, with faith in Allah, died while fulfilling their duty to protect the
Fatherland — the Russian Federation, their citizens, are shahids”.

The only leader of the centralized muftiates who did not sign this statement was
Ravil Gaynutdin, the head of the SAM RF. This probably indicates his
disapproval (as a theologian) of the definition of war as “holy” for Muslims, but by
no means a disagreement with military aggression itself. However, Gaynutdin
“compensated” for this position with a number of other statements of a political
nature. He repeatedly emphasized that Russian Muslims support President
Vladimir Putin in his policies and wish him victory. In addition, he emphasized
that the entire Islamic world “understands the decision of our president. They are
waiting for the victory of Russian policy and are absolutely disinterested in the
hegemony of only one state and the creation of a unipolar world°.

Controlled muftiats also supported partial mobilization in the fall of 2022, but
appealed mainly to civic, not religious, sentiments”. In some regions (for



example, in Ingushetia),”?local authorities and special services even had to apply
pressure on those religious figures who preferred to “remain silent” and avoid
direct support for the actions of the Russian authorities. Later, the topic of the
“SMQO” as “jihad” continued to be periodically promoted mainly by the leadership
of the Chechen Republic and the muftis under its control. However, despite the
active measures of Ramzan Kadyrov, who claims to be the “main protector” of all
Muslims in the Russian Federation, these efforts have yielded rather modest
results. The majority of the Islamic clergy in Russia (including those who in
March 2022 signed statements recognizing to one degree or another the war as
“‘jihad”) is limited to demonstrating loyalty to the authorities and general support
for Muslims participating in hostilities”.

At the same time, the Russian invasion of Ukraine has not been recognized as
jihad by any authoritative Islamic theologians outside the Russian Federation. On
the contrary, in the Muslim world it is mostly viewed as a political conflict, far from
the religious principles of just war. Many influential Islamic leaders have
emphasized that jihad involves the struggle to defend Muslim lands, and not
participation in the military campaigns of a non-Muslim state seeking to expand
its territories™.

Russia’s Buddhists and the "SMO": Spiritual Teaching Versus
Political Loyalty

Buddhism in the Russian Federation is widespread in three remote regions:
Kalmykia, Buryatia and Tyva. The number of followers of the Buddha’s teachings
is estimated at approximately 1% of the population, which also influenced the
level of attention (incommensurate with what we see in the case of Orthodoxy
and Islam) from the Kremlin towards this denomination. It is characteristic,
however, that during the “ceremonial” meetings of the Buddhist clergy with
Russian leaders, the latter emphasized that the Russian Federation is the only
European country in which Buddhism is recognized as a “traditional religion™".

The low "density" of communication between the central government and the
Buddhist community was also due to the fact that, as in Islam, Buddhism does
not have a "vertical" all-Russian structure, and in each of the regions where this



religion is practiced, separate organizations are active. Buryat Pandit Khambo
Lama Damba Ayusheyev is the only Buddhist among the members of the
Interreligious Council of the Russian Federation, so he was often called the
"representative of all Russian Buddhists", which is not true. The Buddhist
Traditional Sangha of Russia (BTSR) headed by him, as of 2023, had 52
communities in Buryatia and only 14 in the rest of the Russian Federation™. The
fact that it is the “successor” of the Central Spiritual Administration of the USSR
Buddhists, of course, gave it points in the Kremlin’s sporadic attempts to unite all
Buddhists into one structure again. However, such projects looked unviable, if
only for the reason that the BTSR headquarters remained in Ulan-Ude
throughout the entire post-Soviet period.

The Kremlin has a mixed attitude towards the use of international connections by
Russian Buddhists, in particular, it seeks to minimize their contacts with the Dalai
Lama XIV. Since 2004, this spiritual leader’'s entry into Russia has been
effectively blocked due to China’s position, as the Dalai Lama leads the Tibetan
diaspora in exile.

Damba Ayusheyev is known for his position on the autonomous development of
Buddhism within the Russian Federation”. In particular, he has repeatedly
emphasized the need to focus on the internal issues of the Buryat Buddhist
community and Buryatia as such, distancing himself from international initiatives
related to the Dalai Lama.

At the same time, the influence of the Central Spiritual Administration of
Buddhists of Russia headquartered in Moscow, is growing™. It is headed by
Geshe Yonten (Sergey Kirishov), a native of Kalmykia®’, who is a member of the
RF’s Public Chamber. Observers suggest that Kirishov could be seen as a
potential successor to Ayusheev as an informal "frontman" of the Buddhist
community in Russia. Despite this, he currently denies the existence of any
competition between the country's two leading Buddhist organizations®'.
According to experts quoted in the "NG-Religion", the authorities' idea is for
Ayusheyev to focus on issues of patriotic education and support for the
traditional way of life of Buryat communities, while Kirishov, due to his diplomatic
skills, will begin to play a more active role in the interaction with both Russian
political structures and the international stage®.



At the same time, two other important organizations remain autonomous — the
Union of Buddhists of Kalmykia, led by Tenzin Choydak (Mutul Ovyanov),®* and
the Union of Buddhists of Tyva, led by Kamba Lama Gelek Natsyk-Dorzhu?®.

In addition to the organizational difficulties that make it significantly harder or
even impossible for the Kremlin to obtain massive support of aggressive military
actions from the Buddhist clergy, there is also the specific pacifist nature of
Buddhist teaching itself. Its doctrine is practically devoid of concepts similar to
the idea of "holy war" inherent in some other world religions.

At the same time, certain attempts to interpret Buddhism in the spirit of justifying
armed conflict have taken place®. Indicative in this context is the increase in the
number of Russian-language publications in 2022 dedicated to the question:
“Can war be justified from the point of view of Buddhist teachings?”® Such
discussions indicate efforts by individual authors to adapt the Buddhist tradition
to the political context and legitimize war actions.

In any case, official support and a kind of “blessing” of the so-called “special
military operation” were expressed by Khamba Lama Damba Ayusheyev on
March 3, 2022%, who stated: “We are Buddhists and must maintain peace,
harmony and tranquility. However, we live in a unified Russian state and defend
the interests of our country, against which a dirty information war is being waged.
We worry about our brothers and sons, who are currently in difficult military
conditions. We pray for their well-being and for their return to their families. We
must have a strong and reliable rear. Our Sahyusans are with us, our Great
Khambo Lamas are with us, Buddha is with usl®. In September 2022, Khambo
Lama further “developed” his position, stating that “Buddhists must defend their
Fatherland — this is a sacred duty. If called upon, a man must go. A man's dignity,
especially in Buddhism, lies in the fact that a man must defend, if necessary —
fight, win and return to his family. We are proud of our soldiers!.. We, Buddhists,
as long as we live on this earth, are always indebted to someone. First of all, to
our Fatherland. The time has come to repay the debt. We were born, raised in
Russia, there was a peaceful sky above us. Debt is Karma! Karma is like debt.
Debt must be repaid! There are no other concepts here".®



Damba AyusheyeV's position has provoked a mixed, mostly negative reaction
among Russian Buddhists. No other high-ranking religious leader has expressed
a similar level of support.

Even the head of the Buddhist community of Tyva, a region under the informal
patronage of the now former RF Minister of Defense, Sergei Shoigu, refrained
from making public statements of this kind. This is especially significant, given
that the Kuzhuget Shoigu Cultural Foundation is a key sponsor of the
construction of Buddhist religious buildings in Tyva and, in general, it was
impossible for the local clergy to avoid “patriotic” statements and actions in
support of the “SMQ” participants®.

At the same time, although the Dalai Lama XIV has not made public statements
about the hostilities in Ukraine, his official representative in Russia, Mongolia and
the post-Soviet countries, the head of the Buddhists of Kalmykia, Shajin Lama
Telo Tulku Rinpoche (Erdni-Basan Ombadikov), has sharply condemned the
invasion. In October 2022, he openly declared the unacceptability of the war, and
in January 2023 he was recognized in Russia as a “foreign agent™'. "This war is
not needed" Ombadikov said in an interview on the YouTube channel "Alchemy
of the Soul". "I think that the Ukrainian side, of course, is really right - they are
defending their country, their land, their truth, their Constitution, their people"s.
His statement was unprecedented among Russian religious figures, who usually
avoid public criticism of the Kremlin's actions. After that, Ombadikov resigned as
Shajin Lama of Kalmykia and left Russia.

It is important to note that within the Buddhist community, Telo Tulku Rinpoche
enjoyed greater authority than Damba Ayushev. Russian Buddhist expert Andrei
Terentyev suggested that there was no authoritative spiritual leader in Russia
capable of replacing the émigré, since he knew all the problems of Russian
Buddhism very well and was not only the official representative of His Holiness
the Dalai Lama, but also his close confidant. "Not only in Kalmykia, but also in
the Russian Federation, there is no Buddhist leader close in authority, against
whom one could check the correctness of one's actions. There are respected
lamas who are far from worldly and even more so political issues, and there are
those who obediently follow the path of state policy - without particularly thinking
about how it relates to the teachings of the Buddha", he noted®.



The new leaders of the Kalmykia Buddhists (Tenzin Choydak (Mutulom
Ovyanov) selected in February 2023 by the Dalai Lama from three proposed
candidates) avoids public statements about the war, which, according to external
observers, is self-speaking®. The silence of the spiritual leadership is perceived
by some believers as a refusal to support military invasion, especially given the
pacifist nature of Buddhist teachings.

Despite the lack of a clear official “religious sanction” for participation in
hostilities, individual representatives of the Buddhist community in Russia still
decide to join military operations®. At the same time, there are also opposite
cases when followers of Buddhism refuse to participate in the armed conflict
referring to their religious beliefs®*. This reflects not only the lack of a unified
position among Russian Buddhists, but also demonstrates the significant role of
individual choice in interpreting the moral and ethical principles of the faith in the
conditions of modern political reality.

"In the Shadow of War": Jewish Community Leaders Between
Resistance and Adaptation to State Pressure

According to the 2020-2021 census, the number of Jews in Russia was 82,644,
However, the small number (modern Judaism does not actually engage in
proselytizing among other ethnic groups) is "compensated" by the high
proportion of Jews among the country's business, scientific, cultural and artistic
elites®. In addition, the demonstration of the "absence of anti-Semitism" and a
favorable attitude towards representatives of Judaism is one of Putin's
long-established "tricks", which, among other things, played an important role in
building his image on the international stage and in communications not only with
the State of Israel, but also with the Western world*. In the “historical insights”
that the Russian leader is so fond of, the Khazar Kaganate (whose elites
practiced Judaism) is also periodically mentioned, with an emphasis on the fact
that the Khazars also played a role in the formation of the Russian ethnicity'.
Putin's views on this issue also "correspond” to the fact that the Federal Law on
Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations also lists Judaism among
the religions that constitute an integral part of the historical heritage of the
peoples of Russia.



In today's Russia, this religion is represented by three major movements:
traditional Orthodox Judaism, Hasidism, and Reform (or progressive) Judaism.

They are united in the two most influential organizations — the Congress of
Jewish Religious Organizations and Associations in Russia (KJROAR)™",
which includes Orthodox and Reform communities, and the Federation of
Jewish Communities of Russia (FJCR)'*?, which operates under the auspices
of Lubavitch Hasidism.

The Chief Rabbi of Russia under the KJROAR is Adolf Shayevich, while the
FJCR provides this “title” to Berl Lazar. The latter’s influence and level of
communication with the Kremlin is undoubtedly higher than Shayevich’s. At the
same time, Russian officials feel a certain “cognitive dissonance” here, because
in the case of Judaism it is somewhat difficult to operate with the terminology
“traditional” and “non-traditional”. In particular, there was a well-known scandal
when representatives of the Russian Security Council tried to classify certain
areas of Judaism as “sectarian”. It is illustrative, however, that in October 2022,
the then Secretary of the Security Council, Nikolai Patrushev, publicly apologized
for the mistake of his subordinate.

At the same time, representatives of Russian nationalists continue to insist on
the "non-traditional" nature of the Chabad movement in Russia, periodically
verbally "attacking" the Head of the FJCR, Alexander Boroda, and Chief Rabbi
Berl Lazar™.

Before the start of the so-called “special military operation,” the leaders of all
official Jewish communities in Russia generally demonstrated loyalty to the
authorities. This approach is explained both by domestic political pressure and
by concerns for the stability and security of Jewish communities in the country.
Official Jewish organizations in Russia traditionally take a cautious position,
trying not to enter into conflict with the authorities, which is due to both historical
experience and the specific political situation.

Despite this, there were some tense moments, which arose mainly when Putin
used historical and religious analogies that were sensitive from the point of view
of Jewish beliefs and traditions. One of the most striking examples of such
statements was Putin’s speech of December 4, 2014, in which he compared the
significance of Crimea for Russia to the sacred role of the Temple Mount in



Jerusalem for Jews and Muslims. In particular, he said: "For Russia, Crimea,
ancient Korsun, Chersonese, Sevastopol have enormous civilizational and
sacred significance, just like the Temple Mount in Jerusalem for those who
practice Islam and Judaism. And that is how we will treat it from now on and
forever"%,

This statement caused a mixed reaction among religious Jews, as such an
analogy contradicts the traditional Jewish perception of sacred places and the
historical role of Jerusalem. However, leaders of Jewish organizations in Russia
avoided open confrontation or public criticism of such statements by the
president. This indicates a characteristic model of interaction between religious
organizations and the state in the Russian political system, which involves
maintaining political loyalty even in cases of ideological differences.

The specifics of communication between the Kremlin and leaders of Jewish
communities do not allow us to clearly determine what level or form of support
was expected from them after February 24, 2022. The Russian authorities
traditionally seek to demonstrate the unanimity of religious organizations in
supporting state policy, however, in the case of Jewish communities, the situation
was more complicated due to their historical sensitivity to issues of war and
violence.

Theoretically, Judaism has a concept of “Holy War” (Milhemet Mitzvah), which is
used in cases of defense of the Jewish people or fulfilment of a divine
command. However, even in a purely theoretical context, using this concept to
justify Russia’s war against Ukraine seems even more problematic than attempts
to justify aggression with similar precepts in other Abrahamic religions.

According to the former Chief Rabbi of Moscow, Pinchas Goldschmidt, his
departure from Russia in April 2022 was due to the authorities' demand to
support the "special operation"'®. Alexander Boroda, however, categorically
denied that any pressure was exerted on the leaders of the Jewish communities
at all: "There was no pressure on us. | spoke in the Israeli press and asked
Goldschmidt to name the person who put pressure on him. After all, he is
abroad, it is definitely safe for him. | do not think that he is the person who should
be put under pressure. He was not the main speaker here or the one who
expressed the opinion of the Jewish community to be under any special



pressure. The Chief Rabbi of Russia, Berl Lazar, did not feel anything close to
pressure, and neither did ',

It is unlikely that the words of the loyalist rabbi should be taken at face value, but
indeed, despite the fact that Berl Lazar did not make a statement in support of
the SMO, but called for peace, no claims were made against him at the official
level'®®. Moreover, in January 2023, the RF's Chief Rabbi, according to the FJCR,
declared his readiness during a meeting with Putin to do anything to establish
peace between Russia and Ukraine. He referred to the Talmud, which states that
saving one person’s life is equal to saving the entire world, and emphasized the
importance of every person’s life'®.

Without insisting on changing the public “pacifist position” of Jewish
communities, the Kremlin, nevertheless, expected from rabbis working in Russia
a clear declaration of political loyalty from the very beginning, in particular, in the
matter of confirming the allegedly “Nazi” nature of modern Ukraine®. The
Russian authorities have paid particular attention to using the historical memory
of the Holocaust and the fight against Nazism as a tool to legitimize their policies.
In 2023, this narrative was even reflected in the presidential address on the
occasion of the Day of Salvation and Liberation", the youngest of the Jewish
holidays, officially established in 2013. In its greeting to Russian Jews, the
Kremlin emphasized the continuation of the "cause of the victors" of World War |l
and stressed the need to confront "Nazi manifestations" in the modern world,
which in the context of Russian propaganda directly alluded to the events in
Ukraine.

Jewish community leaders in Russia, while refraining from openly supporting the
Kremlin's official narratives, generally avoided publicly denying them. At the
same time, they periodically distanced themselves from or even condemned the
position of their Ukrainian co-religionists, who openly supported the Armed
Forces of Ukraine and condemned Russian aggression2. This "balancing"
between cautious loyalty to the Russian authorities and reluctance to openly
engage in the war, however, did not protect them from attacks from Russian
nationalist circles, which demanded unequivocal support for the so-called
"SMQO""3,



Skepticism and distrust of Russian Jewish leaders on the part of right-wing
radical groups were particularly heightened in cases where it appeared that there
were no insurmountable differences between the official representatives of the
Jewish communities of Russia and Ukraine, and contacts between them had not
been completely severed™. This created additional pressure on Jewish
communities within Russia, forcing them to be even more restrained in their
public statements.

At the same time, the list of those who expressed dissatisfaction with the
“ambiguous” position of the Jews was not limited to Orthodox Christian
fundamentalists, Russian nationalists, and popular anti-Semites. Symptomatic in
this context is the case associated with Vladimir Putin’s symbolic “confirmation”
of the special status of Judaism as one of the traditional religions of Russia,
along with Orthodox Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism.

On September 30, 2022, during the solemn ceremony of signing agreements on
the annexation of four Ukrainian regions, Putin mentioned Judaism as one of the
“fundamental traditional religions” in the Russian Federation. Russian Jewish
communities promptly reprinted the relevant excerpt from his speech,
demonstrating symbolic loyalty'. However, this gesture proved insufficient for all
political groups within Russia. In particular, the head of the Chechen Repubilic,
Ramzan Kadyrov, when publishing the text of Putin’'s address, demonstratively
removed the mention of Judaism from it"'¢, thereby emphasizing the hierarchical
priorities in the official religious policy of the Russian Federation and confirming
the presence of internal contradictions in the approaches to the interaction of the
authorities with different religions.

Conclusions

1. The use of the concept of “Holy War” in Russian political discourse
has deep historical roots, in particular in the context of the mythologizing of the
“Great Patriotic War” (1941-1945). During this period, the fight against Nazism
was presented as a “holy cause”, despite the fact that the USSR itself remained
an atheistic/theophobic state. In modern conditions, President Vladimir Putin
actively appeals to this plot, using the rhetoric of the fight against “Fascism” and
“Nazism” to legitimize an aggressive foreign policy, in particular the war against



Ukraine. The lack of objective basis for such accusations indicates a deliberate
manipulation of historical analogies aimed to sacralize the war. The use of
religious narratives in this context not only strengthened the political argument,
but also was intended to give the war a moral and religious justification,
contribute to domestic support, and influence the perception of the conflict by a
certain part of the international community.

2. The understanding of “holy war” in the rhetoric of Russian rulers
differs significantly from the traditional theological understanding of this concept.
In this case, we are talking about an attempt to create a hybrid ideological
construct within the so-called “civil religion” that is being formed in Russia. For
the Kremlin, this concept is primarily a mobilization tool that uses historical
trauma and religious symbolism to consolidate society and justify aggression.
This approach contributes to the integration of state ideology with religious
motives, which, in theory, should increase the effectiveness of mobilization
measures and ensure support from broad population strata.

3. A separate difficulty is the Kremlin’s use of eschatological motifs
(which are present in the beliefs of all “traditional” religions of the Russian
Federation) to legitimize its aggressive actions. Although these ideas are not
always expressed openly, they are evident in the rhetoric of Russian leaders,
especially in the international context. The Russian government is trying to
position the country as a spiritual and civilizational “bulwark” against the West,
which is supposedly the bearer of “moral decline”. This interpretation is aimed at
forming an internal interfaith consensus on Russia’s exceptional role as a
defender of traditional values.

4. From the beginning of the war, the Russian leadership sought to
ensure maximum external and internal "legitimization" of its actions. At the same
time, there is no reason to claim that before February 24, 2022, there was a
coordinated plan to involve the clergy of "traditional denominations" for the
propaganda "sacralization" of the war. It is likely that the concept of "holy war"
began to develop actively after the realization of the protracted nature of
hostilities, which necessitated the need for additional ideological tools to obtain
both internal and external support.



5. The first to actively raise the issue of participation in the war as a
duty dictated by religious precepts were Russian Muslim leaders. This may
indicate a particular fear of the Russian leadership of possible overt or covert
disloyalty from this group. The muftis' signature under the statements that the
"special military operation" is a "jihad" and those killed in it become "shahids"
was an additional "oath of allegiance" and a demonstration of their willingness to
take responsibility for the sentiments of the faithful.

6. The use of religious terminology to justify the war was most active
among all denominations, except the ROC, at the initial stage of the conflict, as
well as during the mobilization period in the fall of 2022. Over time, this topic
gradually became marginalized, and the Kremlin was satisfied with
demonstrative political support from religious leaders without the need for active
theological justification. This indicates the adaptability of religious institutions to
political realities, where unconditional support for state policy is the priority.

7. The ROC's argument for the sacralization of war has undergone a
certain evolution. Initially, the emphasis was on the "absolution of sins" for the
fallen combatants, which appeared in the rhetoric after the announcement of
mobilization. A year later, there was a gradual transition to the official declaration
of the war as "holy". This initiative belonged to Patriarch Kirill and was not a
direct instruction from the Kremlin, which indicates a certain autonomy of the
church leadership in the formation of religious support for the war.

8. Only a small number of cases of resistance from "top" religious
leaders have been recorded. Only the RF's Chief Rabbi, Berl Lazar, and the
leader of Kalmykia Buddhists, Telo Tulku Rinpoche, have spoken out against the
war in one form or another. There are known protests and statements from
representatives of the lower clergy of various denominations, but they are quite
few. At the same time, the number of those who have expressed open
enthusiasm in supporting the war is limited, as well. These include, in particular,
the ROC Patriarch Kirill (Gundyaev), the “Supreme Mufti of Russia” Talgat
Tatutjin, and the Head of the RF's Buddhist Traditional Sangha Damba
Ayushchev. These are still Soviet cadres formed in cooperation with the KGB
and oriented towards maximum loyalty and the priority of state interests over
intra-religious ones.



9. Religious rhetoric and targeted statements by the clergy did not
become a significant factor in increasing the number of volunteers to participate
in the war. This indicates the rather low authority of the official clergy, the small
percentage of truly practicing believers, and the generally limited effectiveness of
religious arguments to justify a war of conquest. Although the active “pro-war”
position of individual spiritual leaders probably had an impact on the level of
motivation of a certain part of the servicemen of the Russian Armed Forces, it
can be assumed at the same time that these leaders will be involved in the
formation of the “image of Victory in the SMO” after its end - and at a level quite
commensurate with what was recorded at the stages of the need to justify the
invasion and carry out mobilization.

10. The declaration of war as “holy” did not bring Russia the expected
results in the international arena. On the contrary, such rhetoric was subject to
significant criticism from world religious and political leaders and contributed to
the further loss of authority of the Russian Orthodox Church and other religious
institutions in Russia. This contributed to the intensification of discussions about
the inadmissibility of using religion as a tool to justify aggression and violence,
which, in turn, increased criticism of the Kremlin by the international community.



! In particular, they are present in the rhetoric of V. Putin: "Our traditional
denominations, traditional religions: Orthodox Christianity, Islam, Judaism,
Buddhism - all four constitute an excellent moral basis for raising children, for
strengthening the family hearth, family ties". Cited from: NyTuH: TpaguunoHHble
koHdeccumn Poccun - 6asa gnsa ykpenneHusa cembun. URL:

https://rg.ru/2023/06/01/putin-tradicionnye-konfessii-rossii-baza-dlia-ukrepleniia-semi.html

2 Asunoa O., 3eneHuH K., CuHkuH K. lNoHaTne «TpaguumnoHHas penurms

(KOHq)eCCMﬂ)»: npasoBou acnekT // Opucnuureuctmka. 2024. No31 (42). URL:
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/ponyatie-traditsionnaya-religiya-konfessiya-pravovoy-aspe
kt

: «[MpocHyBLasics» ctatbsi. B Poccumn pesko BbIpocno 4mcrno aen o6 ockopbneHum

qyscts BepytoLmx. URL: https://www.bbc.com/russian/news-59228017

. Mpobnembl peanusaumm ceoboabl coBectn B Poccun B 2023 rogy. URL:

https://www.sova- center.ru/religion/publications/2024/03/d49416/

5 Onpoc nokasan, 4to 6onee 60% poccusiH cunTaroT cebs npaBocnaBHbiMu. URL:
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/835848

¢ Moct NPUHANN. npaBOCJ'IaBHbIX POCCUAH CTaJ10 NOMEHbLUE, HO OHN OKa3aJlnCb

teepxe B Bepe. URL: https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/6578502

” Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe. URL:
https://lwww.pewresearch.org/religion/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging
-in -central- and-eastern-europe/

. PocctaTt nepecuntan mycynbmaHckme Hapoabl Poccumn. URL:
https://golosislama.com/news.php?id=3907

° Anekceit CtapocTuH: MycynbMaHe — 4acTb POCCMICKOTO OOLLECTBA, NOSTOMY nng

HUX XapaKTepHbl T€ Xe TeHOEeHUUN, 4TO N OANnA OPYTrnxX pOCCUAH. URL.:

https://russiancouncil.ru/blogs/migration/aleksey-starostin-musulmane-chast-rossiyskogo-o
bshchestva- poetomu-dlya/



10 KpaweHHUHuKoB ®. NyTUHN3M Kak KynbT (KOHCNEKT HeHanncaHHou kumrn). URL:
https://kashin.guru/2014/11/24/cult/

1 arrept K. "Pycckuint mup", kotopbi npugyman MytunH. URL:
https://lwww.dw.com/ru/kommentarij-russkij-mir-kotoryj-pridumal-putin/a-67589347:
«Russian World» Is the Civil Religion Behind Putin’s War. The Kremlin and the
Russian Orthodox Church see Ukraine as part of a cultural dominion to be
protected from the values of an encroaching West. URL:

https://www.wsj.com/articles/russian-world-is-the-civil-religion-behind-putins-war-11647539
958; BonkoBcbkum B. «Pycckin Mip» 9k cyyacHa pocincbka rpoMagsaHcbKa peniris:
noniTM4HO- hinocodcbkmit BUMip gocnigpkeHHs// Multiversum. Philosophical Almanac.
2023. 1(2). C. 3-33.

2 JlyyeHko K. LlepkoBb Benukoro cuHTesa, URL:
https://www.colta.ru/articles/society/24271-
kseniya-luchenko-hram-minoborony-pravoslavie-ni-pri-chem

1 B Poccun HegocumTanuck Bepytowmx. URL: https://www.ng.ru/ng_religii/2019-03-
05/10_460_opros.html

1 YepHsxosckun C. Mud o mopasibHon 3Ha4MMocTu. Jlnwb 2% rpaxgaH cTpaHsbl
3HaloT BCe AecATb XpuUcTmaHckmx 3anosegen. URL:
https://www.gazeta.ru/comments/2008/07/16_a_2784065.shtml

15 «Jltogn He nayT aaxe Ha npasgHuk». [lodemMy poccusiHe cTanu pexe XoauTb B
uepkoBb URL:

https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2024/01/08/lyudi-ne-idut-dazhe-na-prazdnik-pochemu-rossiy
ane-stali- rezhe-hodit-v-tserkov-a117849

e See details in: Daniel P. Payne. Spiritual Security, the Russian Orthodox chyrch,

and the Russian Foreign Ministry: Collaboration or Cooptation? URL:

https://www.agoc.org/assets/files/Papers/jcs.csq102.full.pdf

= Bonkos C. Kto koro 6onbLue noacrasun: Pl — Kpemnb nnn Kpemnb — PIL. yRL:
https://gorod-812.ru/kto-kogo-bolshe-podstavil-rpts-kreml-ili-kreml-rpts/

18 MpesnaeHT PO 3aasun, 4to Knes rotoBut pacnpasy Hag YIL Mockosckoro

natpnapxara. URL: https://www.interfax.ru/russia/823528



19 Russia’s Orthodox Church paints the conflict in Ukraine as a holy war. URL.:
https://www.economist.com/europe/2022/03/21/russias-orthodox-church-paints-the
-conflict -in-ukraine- as-a-holy-war

20 Conpgatos A. «['pag» Boxwnn. URL:
https://novayagazeta.ru/articles/2022/03/08/tserkov-antitserkov-i-ukraina

21 Bnagumupos B. BonHa n uepkoBb. URL:

https://www.golosameriki.com/a/russia-church/6560376.html

22 MaTtpuapwas nponosenb B Hegento cbiponycTHyto nocne Jlutyprum B Xpame XpucTa
Cnacutensa. URL: http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/5906442.html

2 Notapesa A. "MonyaHuem npepaetcs bor". Kak B Pycckoit npaBocnaBHOM epkan

pearnpytoT Ha BonHy. URL: https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-60834696

2 arrept K. Matpmnapx Knpunn seget Pr1L, k mopanbHomMy kpaxy. URL:
https://www.dw.com/ru/kommentarij-patriarh-kirill-vedet-rpc-k-moralnomu-krahu/a-6 108402
6

2 MaTtpuapx Kupunn oTBeTMN Ha NMCbMO UCMNOMHSAOLWEro 06513aHHOCTM
reHepanbHoro cekpetapsa BCL npusbiBom Kk mupy. URL:

https://www.oikoumene.org/ru/news/patriarch-kirill-responds-to-wcc-
acting-general-secretarys-letter-urging-voice-for-peace

26 MonuTea o BocctaHoBneHun mmpa. URL:

https://www.uchkom.info/novosti/molitva-o- vosstanovlenii-mira-16475/

27 CnoBo Cearenwero NaTtpunapxa Kupunna B Hegento 4-t0 Benumkoro nocra nocne
Nutypruu B MMaBHOM Xpame BoopyxeHHbix cun PO. URL:

https://www.patriarchia.ru/article/103085

28 OcHosbl CounanbHou koHuenuun Pycckon NpasocnasHon Liepkeu. URL:
https://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/419128.html

29 Matpuapx Knpunn 3assun, 4To Poccus HUMKorga HM Ha Koro He Hanagana. URL:
https://ria.ru/20220503/patriarkh-1786640294.html



3 The pro-Putin preacher the U.S. won’t touch. The U.S. tends to avoid sanctioning
religious figures. Could the head of Russia’s Orthodox Church prove an exception?
URL:

https://www.politico.com/news/2022/06/22/patriarch-kirill-putin-russia-ukraine-0004 1388

31 «BisTapHuk MNMyTtiHay | HATO. Ak Nana Pumcbkuin nocsapuecs 3 Kupunom yepes

ykpainy. URL: https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-61331587

32 MaTtpiapx kKMpnno obiuse «NpoLLEeHHS rpiXiB» 3a y4acTb Y BiHI NpOTK YKpaiHu.

URL: https://c4u.org.ua/media/news/1956

3 The evidence that Putin is “mystical” and considers himself a character of the
Apocalypse is unreliable and contradictory. Thus, when asked in an interview with
Tucker Carlson (02/06/2024): “When you look at what is happening in the world,
do you see the works of the Lord? Do you say to yourself that here | see the
actions of some superhuman forces?” Putin replied that he did not think so, but
that “the world community develops according to its own internal laws” See details
in: depkay T. B TeHeTax rpoMagsiHCbKOI penirii: Wwo ckasas [yTiH B iIHTEpB’to
Takepy Kapncony. URL:
https://www.religion.in.ua/main/analitica/50908-v-tenetax-gromadyanskoyi-religiyi-
shho-skazav-putin-v-intervyu-takeru.html?
fbclid=IwAROY5R0GWxuiqiBH6dROrFb5eOvytc4nwKhtph1w97roitwc TIWRFQsMmPk

. PIL, B monuTteax npupasHsana lNytuHa k ApxaHreny Muxauny. URL:
https://www.moscowtimes.ru/2022/12/11/rpts-v-molitvah-priravnyala-putina-k-arhangelu-mi
hailu- a28113

3 Kupunn noxenan lNyTuHy npasButb Ao koHuUa xu3Hn. C canta MI1 ato ybpanu. URL:
https://www.svoboda.org/a/kirill-pozhelal-putinu-pravitj-do-kontsa-zhizni-s-sayta-mp-eto-ub
rali/ 32939527 .html

s MaTpuapas nponoseab nocne JIMTyprun B AeHb namaT 6rnaroBepHOro KHA3s
Arnekcanapa Hesckoro B Anekcangpo-Hesckon naspe. URL:

https://www.patriarchia.ru/article/104886

¥ Cesartenwmn MNaTtpuapx Kupunn: Ham Hy>XHO MMeTb MY>XeCTBO, CUIy u ep3HOBeHue
Bo3BewaTb boxuto npasgy. URL:

http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/6142972.html

38 For instance: NyTtuH Hasan CBO cBsALWEHHON BUTBON C HOBbIM U3gaHMEM



HeoHaumama. URL: https://tass.ru/politika/19887989

3 The number of the ROC chaplains is not significant, and their influence on the
personnel of the Russian Armed Forces is limited. As of April 2024, there were about 100
of them, with vague plans to increase the number to 1,300. See: Mutpononut P14,
coodwwumn, 4yto okosno 60-70% cesaweHHnKoB B 3oHe CBO aBnatotca godbposonbuamun. URL:
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/20609223

40 LbinvH B., npotonepen. Cneuonepauns B CBETE XPUCTUAHCKOIO YYEHUS O

BonHe n mupe. URL: https://pravoslavie.ru/155245.html

a The ROC called the Ukrainian authorities “theomachists” and the occupiers -
“defenders of the faith”. URL.:

https://risu.ua/v-rpc-nazvali-vladuukrayinispadkoyemcyami-bilshovikiv-bogoborciv-a-okupa
ntiv--- zahisnikami-viri_n141098

a2 Haka3 XXV BcemupHoro Pycckoro HapogHoro Cobopa «HACTOALLEE A
BYOYWEE PYCCKOIO MWPA». URL:

https://vrns.ru/news/nakaz-xxv-vsemirnogo-russkogo-narodnogo-sobora-
nastoyashchee-i-budushchee-russkogo-mira/?sphrase_id=6246

4 The WCC “considers unacceptable” the decision of the World Russian People’s
Council, which describes the conflict in Ukraine as a “holy war”. URL:
https://www.oikoumene.org/uk/news/wcc-
cannot-reconcile-world-russian-peoples-council-decree-describing-ukraine-conflict-as-holy
-war? utm_source=chatgpt.com

u “This war is at least not “holy,” but “godless” - Patriarch Bartholomew to Kirill.
URL:

https://risu.ua/cya-vijna-yak-minimum-ne-svyashchenna-a-bezbozhna---patriarh-varfolomij
do- kirila_n142286

4 INaptoanb M. NUcnam B Poccuu. NMownck 6anaHca mexay 6e30nacHOCTbIO U

nHterpauunen. URL:
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/migrated_files/documents/atoms/files/
laruelle_russie _islam_ru_2021.pdf



s KoHcTuTyumm xotat obasutb gyxoBHOCTU. MydTun TatapctaHa Npeanioxun

sakpennTb €TPAANLMOHHBIE LIEHHOCTW» B OCHOBHOM 3akoHe. URL:

https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/4235335

o7 For instance: «10 caMbix U3BeCTHbIX BbicKa3blBaHW Brnagumupa lNMyTtuHa 06
ncname». URL:
https://russia-islworld.ru/main/10-samyh-izvestnyh-vyskazyvanij-vladimira-putina-ob-islam

e/

a8 KagbipoB 3asBun o nogaepxke MNyTuHbIM naen cTpouTenscTBa HOBOM MeYeTU B

Mockse. URL: https://www.interfax.ru/moscow/923247

4 [MonuT3aknoyéHHble n nonuTuyeckne penpeccun B Poccum B 2022 roay. URL:
https://memopzk.org/analytics/politzaklyuchyonnye-i-politicheskie-repressii-v-rossii-v-2022
-godu/

50 «Caxux anb-byxapu» BHeCeH B CMCOK 9KCTpeMUCTCKUX kHur. URL:
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5536646

o PBanu KopaH u yHmwkanu mycynbmaH B VIK-2 YOCUH. O nepBom YronoBHOM pepe MO

4.4 c1.286 YK P®. URL: https://gulagu.net/news/2022-08-17-1412.html;

Capwumosa J1. «MycynbmaHe B HeBOMne»: NbITKM eaon, 3anpet KopaHa 1 coumanunsaums
ObIBLUMX 3akntoyeHHbIX URL:

https://www.tatar-inform.ru/news/musulmane-v-nevole-pytki-edoi-zapret-korana-i-socializa
ciya- byvsix-zaklyucennyx-5877120

52 ApHu A. BonHa Ha 6enropogckoM NonuroHe: 4To nssectHo. URL:
https://www.dw.com/ru/bojna-na-belgorodskom-poligone-cto-izvestno/a-63455310

53 OMOH 3abpan nocetutenen meyetn B KotenbHukax n npuHyanTENbHO OTNPaBUI UX
B BOEHKOMaAT. URL:

https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2023/10/22/sotrudniki-omon-zabrali-posetitelei-
mecheti-v-kotelnikakh-i-prinuditelno-otpravili-ikh-v-voenkomat-news

o nyTI/IH 3adABuI1 0 HeQONyCTUMOCTHA OCKOp6]'IeHVIFI PENUrmMo3HblX YyBCTB rpakaaH.



URL: https://www.interfax.ru/russia/909369

5 Baza: k namaTHuky KagbipoBy B MockBe nognoxunu ronosy cBuHbn. URL:
https://rtvi.com/news/baza-k-pamyatniku-kadyrovu-v-moskve-podlozhili-golovu-svini/

56 Since 2005, the Russian Federation has had observer status in the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, but this has not led to any noticeable changes in relations with
Muslim countries or to any fundamental improvement in relations with the main financial

sponsor of this organization, Saudi Arabia.

57 Russia has also tried to show that the long-standing Shiite-Sunni conflict is not an
obstacle to cooperation. For example, in November 2022, a meeting of the Russian-Iranian
Intergovernmental Commission was held not in Moscow but in Grozny, which had symbolic
significance. However, the effectiveness of such gestures is questionable both in the
context of relations with Sunni countries and in terms of their impact on the mood of the
Muslim population (90% of which are Sunni) within the Russian Federation.

50 «Mydtuin Cesaton Pycuy». SkcnepTbl 06bAcHMK, nodemy TanraT TagpKyaaunH

pasxuraet BOMHY npoTtus YkpauHbl. URL: https://www.idelreal.org/a/32630802.html

5 BepxoBHbIN MydhTun Ha3san Poccuto HacToawmm "6oxenm xanngarom”. URL:
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16328951.

50 TadcmpHas BoHa MydTneB. 3a4eM [[aHyTAMH aTakoBan CBOEro TaTapCTaHCKOro

konnery. URL: https://www.ng.ru/ng_religii/2021-04-20/11_506_war.html

1 «5 nowyTun»: Myt bepameB okOHYaTENbHO OTKa3arncs OT MAEU XEHCKOro

o6pesanus. OH CAenan 31o nocre NoAHABLIETOCs CkaHAarna n yrpo3sbl YronoBHOrO

npecnegoBanuns. URL:

https://www.mk.ru/social/2016/08/18/ya-poshutil-muftiy-berdiev-okonchatelno-otkazalsya-o
t-idei- zhenskogo-obrezaniya.html

62 «KapmaHHbIn MydTnin KagbipoBa». HoBbIn rmasa KoopanHauMoHHOIO LeHTpa
mycynbmaH CeBepHoro Kaskasa. URL:

https://www.kavkazr.com/a/karmannyy-muftiy-kadyrova-novyy-glava-
koordinatsionnogo-tsentra-musuljman-severnogo-kavkaza/33143123.html



s «COBETCKMIN TPaanLMOHaNUCT» U «PenNrnmo3Hbln bropokpaT» Anbbup KpraHos.
URL: https://www.idelreal.org/a/32589432.html

«  BasiBneHue paclmpeHHoro nnenyma LWypa-UOAYM 24 despansa 2022. URL:
https://cdum.ru/news/44/11232/

=  ®etBa Memxnuca coseta ynemos LUOYM P® 25 mapta 2022. URL:
https://www.cdum.ru/news/44/11265/

*  Anbbup KpraHos: «MycynbMaHe JomxHbl xxenatb nobeabl ceoemy OtevecTtBy!»
https://www.business-gazeta.ru/article/542737

7 MydTtnin YP o6bacHun genctensa B YKpanHe € To4KkKU 3peHus penurmm. URL:
https://chechnyatoday.com/news/353369

“  JlyxoBHble nuaepbl: «<Haao yHMUTOXaTL UX A0 KOHUA... HUKakon YkpauHbl HE nonxho
6biTb!». URL: https://www.business-gazeta.ru/article/545068

6 3AABJIEHNE nupepoB MycynbMaHCKNX penurnosHbix opraHnsaunn Poccumnckon

depepauun. URL:
https://kemsk.ru/novosti/zajavlenie-liderov-musulmanskih-religioznyh-organizacij-rossijskoj
- federacii/

B Poccuitckue MycynbmaHe 3asiBunuv o TotarnbHol nopaepxke MNyTnHa Ha yypauve.

MaBHbIM MydTUIn Poccnmn ManHyTANH 3asBus, 4TO MyCyrnbMaHCKUIA MUP XenaeT nobeabl

MyTnHy Ha YkpanHe. URL:

https://news.ru/society/rossijskie-musulmane-zayavili-o-totalnoj-podderzhke-putina-na-ukr
aine/

n «Bcé — or Annaxa»: mycynbmaHam TaTapcTtaHa paspeLunnn yyactsoBaTth B

yacTuyHon Mobunusaumuio. Ykas Bnagumupa NyTtunna ndyuunu skeneptsl YM PT. URL:

https://116.ru/text/religion/2022/09/24/71681612/

s naLI,VICbVICTCKOe BbICKa3blBaHNE o6epHyn00b AOnA MHIywckoro nmamMa Bbi3OBOM B

soenkomat. YRL: https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/articles/382002

7 MeueTb yBekoBeunT namatb repost Poccun Hypmaromena Nampxkumaromenosa.



URL:
https://islamnews.ru/2025/2/10/mechet-uvekovechit-pamyat-geroya-rossii-nurmagomeda-
gadzhimagomedova

7 Ob6palleHne nuaepoB MycynbMaH OTHOCUTENBHO 3asaBneHnn nmamos Poccnn o
Kknxage npotme YkpauHel URL:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EE200MBV4So&t=4s&ab_channel=
%D0%A4%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD
%D1%82%D0%A1%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%
D0%BE
%D0%9A%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B0%2FNorthCaucasusFr
ont

7 Havano BcTpeuun ¢ poccunckmmmn dyaoauctamm 24 asrycta 2009 roga. URL:
http://special.kremlin.ru/catalog/regions/BU/events/5267

76 Bynaunckasa TpaguumoHHasa CaHrxa Poccun. URL: https://sangharussia.ru/

7 Tpagvumn pabonenus: nuaep 6yaancrtos, 6ypstel n BoriHa. URL:
https://utro02.tv/2022/07/11/tradiczii-rabolepiya/

78 [naea byoauctoB Poccum ocygun nerkoMblCrieHHOCTb rnasbl bypatum LisigeHosa.
URL.:
https://irkutsk.bezformata.com/listnews/osudil-legkomislennost-glavi-buryatii/121284258/

79 UeHnTtpanbHoe [lyxoBHoe Ynpasnenue byaauctos. URL: https://xn--90af9bk.xn--p1ai/
»  Tewe MoHTeH HasHaueH npeacenatenem LieHTpanbHOro JyxXoBHOMO ynpasreHus
OyoancTos.

URL:

https://riakalm.ru/news/religion/42031-geshe-jonten-naznachen-predsedatelem-tsentralno
go- dukhovnogo-upravleniya-buddistov

&1 MenbHukoB A. ByoamcTel nepexogdaTt nog ayxosHoe ynpasneHne Mockebl. URL:
https://www.ng.ru/facts/2024-08-06/9_577 buddhists.html

= |bid.
»  UentpanbHbin xypyn. URL: https://khurul.ru/

o TepeHTbeB A. Tubetckun 6yanansm B Tyse B 2023 rogy. URL:


https://irkutsk.bezformata.com/listnews/osudil-legkomislennost-glavi-buryatii/121284258/

https://studybuddhism.com/ru/prodvinutyy-uroven/istoriya-i-kultura/buddizm-v-rossii/buddiz
m-v-
mongolskih-i-tyurkskih-regionah-rossii-v-2023-godu/tibetskiy-buddizm-v-tuve-v-2023-godu

8 Byaaounam Ha BoviHe: HOBas kHura nsyvaet ceasb 6ygamama n M. URL:
https://russiancouncil.ru/analytics-and-comments/columns/otherside/buddizm-i-voyna/

86 lMo3BoneHo nu 6yganctam natu Ha sorHy. URL:

https://www.ng.ru/people/2022-10- 18/11_538 buddhism.html

87 «C Hamun bynpga» — rmaea 6yaauctoB Poccum o cneuonepaumn. URL:
https://regnum.ru/news/3522915

8 «C Hamu byopal!»: HpaBCTBEHHbIN «KaMUHr-ayT» xamb6o nambl. URL:

https://babr24.com/? IDE=225941

89 maea 6yaoauctoB Poccum [amba AtowweeB: «Mbl ropaMmcst CBOMMM congatammy.
Sawmwatb PogvHy — ansa 6yganctos cesweHHbIn gonr. URL:

https://newbur.ru/newsdetail/glava_buddistov_rossii_damba_ayusheev_my gordimsya_sv
oimi_soldata mi/

& Nama TyBbl: XOTUM MOCTPOUTL PEABUNUTALMOHHbBIN LEHTP AN YHaCTHUKOB
cBo. URL: https://ria.ru/20231212/natsyk_dorzhu-1915188166.html

o Bbyoanam n BorHa. BepxosHoro namy Kanmbikum npusHanu «mHoareHTom». URL:
https://ovd.info/articles/2023/02/02/buddizm-i-voyna-verhovnogo-lamu-kalmykii-priznali-ino
agentom

92 BepxoBHbin Jlama o mobunmsaumm // Russian Buddhist against the Invasion.

URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVSwea3hQOA&ab_channel=%D0%90%D0%9B
%D0%A5%D0%98%D0%9C%D0%98%D0%AF %D0%94%D0%A3%D0%A8%D0%98

» Ibid.

24 «Ecnun Poccusa octaHeTcs Takon, kKakasa eCTb, — S HE BUXKY NepcrneKkTuB HU y HEE, HK
y Kanmbiknny». URL:



https://verstka.media/esli-rossiiya-ostanetsi-kak-est-ya-ne-vizhu-perspektiv-
ni-u-nee-ni-kalmykii

% Byoamsm nyTuHCKoro pexxuma. lNoyemy npmeepxeHLubl camon MMpontobrBon Bepsbl
enyT Ha BonHy. URL:
https://www.sibreal.org/a/buddizm-putinskogo-rezhima/32276081.html; A ecTb 1
OyoancTel, nogaepkuearowme "cneyonepauymo”. URL:
https://buddhismofrussia.ru/news/757/

% Mobununsaums 1 y>xacbl BOMHbI BHECNU pa3naj B coobuiecTtso byaanctos. URL:
https://www.ng.ru/people/2022-10-18/11_538 buddhism.html

o7 Amurya U. Mepenncb-2021: YnCreHHOCTb eBPeENCKOro HaceneHna Poccun pesko
cokpaTtunacb. URL:
https://stmegi.com/posts/104348/perepis-2021-chislennost-evreyskogo-naseleniya
-rossii-r ezko- sokratilas/

o8 KoMy Ha Pycu xntb xopowwo? MNMpoekT «J1eHTbl.py» N0 N3yYeHUIo anunThbl
—3THUYECKNN cocTas boratenwmx rpaxaaH Poccun. URL:
https://lenta.ru/articles/2014/10/27/reachethnic/

% Putin’s Chosen People. What's behind the Russian president’s close relationship
with an Orthodox Jewish sect? URL.:

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2014/11/vladimir-putin-chabad-
whats-behind-the-russian-presidents-close-relationship-with-an-orthodox-jewish-sect.html;

Schreckinger B. The Happy-Go-Lucky Jewish Group That Connects Trump and Putin.
URL:
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/04/the-happy-go-lucky-jewish-group-that-co
nnects- trump-and-putin-215007/

100 Kuaunos M. Nygewu, xasapbl n Poccus. Kak popmmpoBancs pycckuim Hapoa.

URL: https://www.ng.ru/ideas/2020-04-22/7_7850_russians.html

101 LleHTpanusoBaHHas penvrmosHasi opraHmsaunsa opTogoKkcansHOro nyaanama
«KoHrpecc eBpenckux penurnosHbix opraHndauumn n oovegmHeHmmn B Poccumy». URL:

https://keroor.org/



02 LleHTpanu3oBaHHasi penurinosHas opraHvsaums opTogokcanbHoOro nygamama

«depepavus €BPENCKNX 0bWmH B Poccumny». URL: https://feor.ru/

103 MaTpyluieB N3BUHWIICS 3@ MOMOLLHMKA: TOT Ha3Ban CEKToW eBPENCKOe npykenmne

«Xabapg JltobaBny» B cTaTbe 0 «cataHM3me» B YkpauHe. URL:

https://www.currenttime.tv/a/patrushev-
izvinilsya-evreyskoe-dvizhenie-habad/32105378.html

Lo [MaBHbIN N «rMaBHbIV paBBuH» bepn Jlasap? MNpeacraBnaoT nNu nuaepsl
nobaBuyecknx xacmgos 6onbWNHCTBO eBpencTBa B Poccun? URL:
https://ruskline.ru/news_rl/2023/02/04/glavnyi_li_glavnyi_ravvin_berl_lazar

105 MyTuH cpaBHN KpbiM ¢ XpamoBOW ropown.
URL.: https://lenta.ru/news/2014/12/04/crimea/

roe Moskaus ehemaliger Oberrabbiner Gber Russland: «Der Eiserne Vorhang ist schon
wieder zu einem Drittel zu». URL:
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/russland-juden-ukraine-interview-
1.56252737?reduced=true

207 PykoBozcTeo ®EOP onpoBsepraet yTBepx/aeHNsi 0 AaBNEHNN BNacTel Ha qyxogHbix

nngepos. URL: https://www.ng.ru/ng_religii/2022-09-06/7_536_rabbis.html

108 On March 2, 2022, the Chief Rabbi posted the following text on his Facebook page:
"One of the main postulates of faith in the one God is the confidence that any conflict can
and should be resolved only peacefully. In our Holy Books, one of the names of the Lord is
"shalom”, that is, "peace". This is the goal that God voices to us every day, which we
repeat several times a day in our prayers. But today the situation is special: every day we
receive information from our co-religionists, from rabbis in Ukraine, about what is
happening there, we feel the pain of our brothers, no matter what faith they belong to. | call
on everyone to pray for peace, but that alone is not enough. Now God expects that every
believer will do everything in his power to save human lives. | myself am ready for any
mediation, ready to do everything in my power, and even more, just so that the guns fall
silent, the bombs stop exploding!” URL.:
https://www.facebook.com/RabbilLazar/posts/4816027998432441

109 Bepn asap 3assun NyTuHY 0 rOTOBHOCTM Ha BCe pagu Mupa Ha YKpauHe.
URL: https://www.rbc.ru/politics/26/01/2023/63d28d549a794743953b1379

1o YHaHsHY B. «Cnevyonepaumsa» no «gaeHaundukaunmn» Mapanna. URL:



https://www.ekhokavkaza.com/a/31834446.html

1 [MyTnH oTmMeTun, 4To poccurckme 6onubl B xoge CBO cpaxatoTcsa ¢ npambiMm
nocnegosarensammn Haumama. URL: https://tass.ru/politika/17765775

112 JTazap coobwmn, 4to nocne Havyana CBO Hu ogmH paBBuH He yexan ns Poccun.

URL: https://tass.ru/obschestvo/20745481

1 lMpaBocnaBHble yHAAMEHTANUCTbl BO3MYTUIUCL, YTO MMaBHbIN paBBuUH PO HK pasy

He nogaepxan poccunckux congat. URL:

https://risu.ua/ru/pravoslavnye-fundamentalisty-vozmutilis-
chto-glavnyj-ravvin-rf-ni-razu-ne-podderzhal-russkih-soldat_ n148176

1 Bckpbinmcb HoBble noapobHoCTM cBaabbbl Ao4epn rMaBHOro paBBrHa Poccuu.

URL:
https://www.mk.ru/politics/2025/02/12/vskrylis-novye-podrobnosti-svadby-docheri-glavnog
o-ravvina- rossii.html

1 MMyTuH Ha3Ban nyganam ogHon n3 ocHos Poccuun. URL:
https://jewish.ru/ru/news/articles/200657/

116 KagbipoB oTueH3ypupoBan untaty lNyTuHa: n3 Hee ybpanun ynoMmmHaHue nygees.
URL:

https://www.kavkazr.com/a/kadyrov-ottsenzuriroval-tsitatu-putina-iz-nee-ubrali-upominanie
-iudeev/ 32842493.html



	Role of the ROC in the Justification, Ideological Substantiation and “Sacralization” of the Russian-Ukrainian War 
	Russia’s Buddhists and the "SMO": Spiritual Teaching Versus Political Loyalty 
	"In the Shadow of War": Jewish Community Leaders Between Resistance and Adaptation to State Pressure 
	Conclusions 

