
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Andriy STARODUB 

“Special Military” Holy War: Russian Manipulation of Religious 
Narratives in 2022-2024 

Introductory remarks  

This text will overview the position on the so-called "Special Military Operation" 
(SMO) of the religious communities and their leaders that are officially classified 
in the Russian discourse as "traditional" – Orthodox Christianity, Islam, Buddhism 
and Judaism. It is these denominations that are the most numerous, play a 
key role in shaping the state policy in the religious field, and have the 
greatest (although difficult to "measure") influence on society. The close 
control of their institutions by state bodies led not only to the clergy's 
demonstrative loyalty (with few exceptions) to the Kremlin's official position on 
the war in Ukraine, but also to more or less active promotion of its "sacralization". 
The idea that the Kremlin's imperial war could be interpreted in religious terms as 
"just", "holy" or "godly" has been promoted literally from the first days of the 
invasion. This imposition of the sacred dimension of war served to justify its 
aggressive nature, legitimize mobilization, and form the belief among part of the 
population that participation in hostilities is not only a civil but also a “spiritual” 
duty. 

The term "traditional religious denominations" itself, despite its widespread 
use at the level of the highest officials1, does not have a clear legal definition in 
Russian legislation2. It is rather a concept that suggests that certain religions 
should be considered “historically rooted in Russia,” while all others are viewed 
as “foreign” and “borrowed”. At the same time, it is obvious that even within the 
framework of "traditional" religions, only those branches of religion are 
recognized that are under the strict control of state bodies. In the case of 
Christianity, for instance, this mainly refers to the Russian Orthodox Church, 
while Islam is recognized only in its officially sanctioned forms controlled by 
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official muftis. Attempts to use a similar approach can also be traced in the 
attitude towards Buddhism and Judaism.   

Despite the fact that the Constitution of the Russian Federation declares the 
country as a secular state and guarantees the equality of all citizens regardless 
of religious affiliation, there are clear differences in the attitude towards different 
faiths in practice. Faith is seen not only as a sign of personal identity, but 
also as a factor in political loyalty. Legislative mechanisms, in particular the 
provisions on “protection of the feelings of believers”3, ensure preferential 
treatment for religious communities, however, within a clear hierarchy: 
“traditional” religions are effectively identified with loyalty to the state, while 
“non-traditional” ones may be subject to administrative pressure and 
persecution4. There are no official statistics in Russia on the number of adherents 
of various religious groups, as the law prohibits requesting information from 
citizens about their religious affiliation. Data on religious affiliation are based 
exclusively on sociological surveys, which can hardly be considered reliable and 
comprehensive.   

Thus, according to a study by the Public Opinion Foundation (Russian 
abbreviation - FOM) in April 2022, 63% of respondents indicated their affiliation 
with Orthodoxy, and among young people aged 18-30, only 51% chose this 
option of religious self-identification. At the same time, the results of this survey 
showed that 8% of Russians practice Islam, and among citizens aged 31 to 45, 
one in ten (10%) calls themselves Muslim5. The All-Russian Center for the Study 
of Public Opinion (Russian abbreviation - VTsIOM) published data in March 2024 
on 66% of respondents who identified themselves as Orthodox (which is 9% less 
than in 2015), 6% as Muslims, and about 1% as Buddhists6. The number of 
Jewish community members is statistically insignificant (less than 0.05%), which 
is due to the specifics of this religious tradition.   

Unlike the VTsIOM and FOM data, alternative studies and census data generally 
indicate a much higher percentage of individuals who self-identify as Muslims. 
For instance, according to a study by the Pew Research Center (2017), about 
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10% of Russian citizens (approximately 14.5 million people) stated that they 
belong to the Muslim community7. These indicators are also corroborated by the 
data of the 2021 All-Russian Census, which recorded positive demographic and 
migration dynamics among certain ethnic groups that traditionally practice Islam8.   
Given the above, correctly defining the proportion of the Russian Federation's 
population that can be classified as "practicing believers" of any of the 
"traditional" faiths is problematic. Accordingly, the extent of the impact of 
statements, messages, sermons or fatwas by religious leaders proclaiming the 
“sacred” nature of the Russian-Ukrainian war on these communities remains 
uncertain, as well. 
For example, among Muslims, the level of adherence to religious precepts is 
generally higher than among Orthodox or Buddhists (although Russian experts 
insist that they also make up no more than 10% of the entire local Ummah)9. At 
the same time, as in the case of the Russian Orthodox Church clergy, it is 
difficult to objectively assess how authoritative and binding the theological 
interpretations of the war expressed by individual muftis are for Russian 
Muslims, especially given the lack of complete unity among them on this issue. 

Therefore, the text focuses on the fact that attempts to give the war a "sacred 
meaning" and attract leaders of various denominations to its support performed a 
predominantly symbolic function serving as a means of justifying the actions of 
secular authorities and strengthening their legitimacy, and did not reflect certain 
"demands" determined by individual religious doctrines that came "from within" 
the communities of believers themselves. 

Role of the ROC in the Justification, Ideological Substantiation and 
“Sacralization” of the Russian-Ukrainian War 

The question of the role and significance of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
today's political system of the Russian Federation remains a subject of scholarly 
debate. Back in 2014, one of the Russian publicists noted that "Orthodoxy as a 
religion plays a certain role in Putinism, but this role differs both from the ideas of 
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the ROC hierarchs and from the interpretations of its critics"10. On the one hand, 
the legitimizing function of the church as a “historically rooted” institution that has 
a sacred status and claims a “connection with the supernatural” is important for 
the Russian regime. On the other hand, Vladimir Putin does not position himself 
as a "submissive child" of the ROC and does not view its hierarchy as an 
absolute spiritual authority. At the same time, he actively uses the concepts 
developed in church circles, in particular the “Russian world” ideology, which 
became one of the central ideological foundations of the war against Ukraine11. 
In general, according to some researchers, a social religion has already been 
fully formed in Russia, which does not oppose itself to "real" religions, but rather 
"builds" on top of them absorbing their symbolism and images. The social 
religion is mandatory for everyone, while in private life one can believe in 
anything observing the ritual of loyalty. It borrows only the ritual and external form 
from Orthodoxy – some images, actions, and words12. 
It is also worth noting that Russia is not an "ultra-Orthodox" country, and the 
ROC is not an institution that can secure a decisive voice in politics by 
dominating the hearts of tens of millions of citizens. The Kremlin’s official rhetoric 
(supported by the leadership of the Russian Orthodox Church) suggests that the 
number of Orthodox Christians in Russia cannot be less than the share of ethnic 
Russians (approximately 80%) in the overall demographic structure13. At the 
same time, a more detailed analysis of the Russian population's religious 
practices has long demonstrated the formality of such self-identification. For 
example, a 2008 study showed that 80% of nominal Orthodox Christians in the 
Russian Federation had never received Eucharist, 55% had never attended a 
church service, 27% did not know any of the Ten Commandments, and 20% of 
those who identified with Orthodoxy openly declared their atheistic views14. 
There is no reason to believe that any significant changes have occurred in this 
area over the last decade. For example, according to data published by the 
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs at the end of 2024, church attendance on 
Orthodox Christmas has almost halved over the past five years, and no more 
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than 2% of Russians attended this one of the most important services of the 
liturgical year15.  

In addition to its domestic political significance, the ROC plays an important role 
in the Kremlin's foreign policy. Back in Soviet times, the state used it as a 
tool of international influence, and after 1991, as a means of expanding its 
presence in the post-Soviet space. In particular, the representation of the ROC in 
the World Council of Churches contributed to the creation of a positive image of 
modern Russia in the international arena. Bilateral contacts with other local 
Orthodox churches were also significant, allowing for indirect influence on the 
politics of countries such as Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria and Georgia. In the 
post-Soviet space, the ROC maintained dominant positions in Ukraine, Belarus 
and Moldova, and also performed an integration function for the Russian minority 
in the Baltic countries16. 
The fulfillment of this foreign policy task to a certain extent limited the 
Patriarchate's ability to openly and fully support the Kremlin's rhetoric. In 
particular, Patriarch Kirill avoided direct participation in the events related to the 
annexation of Crimea in 2014 and maintained the formal subordination of the 
Crimean, as well as Luhansk and Donetsk, dioceses to Kyiv (the so-called 
“Ukrainian Orthodox Church” in unity with the Moscow Patriarchate). All of this, 
of course, happened with the approval of the Kremlin, which took into account 
the specifics of the Patriarchate's situation and its importance for the 
implementation of foreign policy goals. However, after the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate granted autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine in 2018, 
Putin may have had claims against the ROC, as well as increased doubts about 
its effectiveness outside Russia17. 

The approach formed in previous years also influenced the strategy of the ROC 
leadership in February 2022, when Putin purposefully used the protection of the 
interests of the Russian Orthodox Church as one of the official pretexts for the 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. On February 21, he stated that “in Kyiv, they 
continue to prepare a crackdown on the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
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Moscow Patriarchate”18, thereby trying to legitimize aggression through the 
religious factor19. 

It can be argued with a high degree of probability that Patriarch Kirill was aware 
of the decision to invade in advance20. At the same time, in the first days of the 
war, the ROC leadership refrained from publicly supporting the hostilities21. 
Presumably, this position was agreed upon with the Kremlin, which did not insist 
on immediate official statements, either. Instead, the Patriarch limited himself to 
calls to “pray for peace”, while simultaneously using propaganda narratives 
about the “common historical heritage” and “united destiny” of Russia and 
Ukraine.   
Already on March 6, on Forgiveness Sunday, Patriarch Kirill openly justified the 
need for war during his sermon, stating that it was directed against “values   alien 
to Russia”. He emphasized that the conflict has “not a physical, but a 
metaphysical meaning”22. 

On March 9, the ROC head repeated the key theses of Russian propaganda 
about “fraternal peoples” and accused the West of trying to impose “values   alien 
to Orthodoxy” on Ukraine23. He also claimed that holding gay pride parades was 
a “test of loyalty” for world powers, thereby equating Russia’s actions with 
“defending traditional morality”24.   

In early March 2022, the head of the World Council of Churches, Ioan Sauca, 
appealed to Patriarch Kirill to influence the RF's military-political leadership, but 
in response, the ROC head stated that the cause of the war was the West's 
attempt to "mentally transform" Ukrainians into enemies of Russia25.   

On March 16, the Moscow Patriarchate distributed a special prayer “for peace” 
among clergy, making it mandatory for liturgical services26. However, in parallel 
with this gesture, Patriarch Kirill intensified his direct and unequivocal support for 
Russian aggression, although he avoided deeper “spiritual” interpretations of 
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events. In his sermons, he repeatedly expressed praised what the Russian 
military did, claiming that “the future of Russia depends on their actions”.   
After the publication of evidence of mass killings in Bucha, Patriarch Kirill 
declared that Russians are a "peace-loving people" ready to "defend their 
home"27. This position contradicted previous church norms and principles: 
according to the Social Concept of the ROC, the church cannot support an 
aggressive war and must express sympathy for the victims of obvious 
aggression28. Thus, the public statements of the ROC head in the first two 
months of the "special military operation" actually violated the established church 
standards and rules.   

To overcome this apparent contradiction, the ROC began to emphasize that it is 
Russia and Russians, not Ukrainians, who are the victims of the insidious attack. 
On May 3, 2022, Patriarch Kirill celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the Archangel 
Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin. In his sermon, he once again emphasized that 
Russia has never attacked anyone, but only “defended its borders”29. After all 
these statements, there were proposals to impose international sanctions on the 
head of the ROC, as one of those co-responsible for unleashing and justifying 
the war30. Reacting to such statements by the head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, even Pope Francis, who is extremely positive about Russia, urged the 
Patriarch “not to stoop to the level of Putin’s altar boy”31.   

The transition from "religiously ornamented" political rhetoric to a direct 
theological justification for the war was completed in September 2022. After the 
announcement of mobilization in the Russian Federation, Patriarch Kirill not only 
publicly supported this decision, but also stated that Russian military who died as 
a result of hostilities receive "absolution of sins"32.   

A separate aspect of attempts to interpret the “special military operation” as a 
war with a deep mystical connotation was the use of biblical categories to 
describe V. Putin’s “role in history”33. For instance, in October 2022, the Patriarch 
called on the people of Russia to pray for the health of the president for two days 
on the eve of his 70th birthday. In prayer books distributed to military personnel, 
Vladimir Putin was called archistratigo – the leader of the heavenly army, which 
effectively equated him with St. Michael the Archangel34.   



In May 2023, during a prayer service in the Kremlin's Annunciation Cathedral, 
the ROC head blessed Putin to remain in power "until the end of time", which 
some observers perceived as another allusion to the idea of   the modern era as a 
period of the Apocalypse ("end times")35. On November 20 of the same year, 
during a meal on the occasion of his birthday, the Patriarch declared that the 
clergy "are on the front lines today", and the Russian president and the state 
"defend the values   that are blocking... the movement to the end of time under the 
rule of the Antichrist"36 .   
In July 2024, speaking about Putin, Gundyaev emphasized that Russia was 
lucky because “the Lord sent a person in this difficult time who is able not only to 
hold back the blow, but also to mobilize the country so that it has the strength to 
resist the onslaught of total evil”37.   

Interestingly, since March 2022, V. Putin himself has sporadically used the term 
“holy battle” in reference to the war he has unleashed38. At the same time, there 
is no reason to believe that he insisted on an official theological justification for 
this concept from the Russian Orthodox Church. Presumably, various religious 
actions, including religious processions, the transfer of "miraculous" icons to the 
front line, the activities of military clergy, etc., were considered an acceptable 
level of "blessing and support" from the ROC39.   

A clear problem for both the Kremlin and the Russian Orthodox Church was that 
the fighting was being waged against fellow believers, since the majority of 
Ukraine's population is Orthodox. This "inconvenience" was resolved by denying 
the confessional status of those who resisted the aggression - they were 
effectively denied the right to be considered Orthodox Christians. “What is the 
enemy in a confessional sense? Its core is made up of Nazis who profess racist 
Satanism. The instigators of the war with Russia are the militant Uniates of 
Galicia - traitors to Orthodoxy - and schismatics from the OCU, as well as the 
“Ukraine-is-Europe” idolaters of rainbow Western values”40 – wrote on this 
occasion the “venerable” Moscow archpriest V. Tsypin.   
Accusations of the neighboring state's leadership of allegedly systematic 
persecution of citizens for their religious beliefs are intended to justify 
unprovoked aggression against it, as well. In July 2023, the Bishops' Council 
adopted an official document in which the Ukrainian authorities were called "the 
heirs of the Bolshevik theomachists"41.   



Two key facts indicate that the clergy of the Russian Orthodox Church hesitated 
before taking the final step of officially declaring the war “holy”. First, this was 
done only two years after the start of the aggression. Second, the official 
declaration was made not within the Patriarchate itself, but at a congress of the 
World Russian People’s Council (WRPC), an organization that operates under 
the auspices and control of the ROC, but is not formally part of its organizational 
structure. 
A kind of “announcement” of this step was the holding in January 2024, within 
the framework of the XXXII Christmas Readings, of a joint conference with the 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation called “Holy War: The 
Transformation of Russia” and dedicated to Russia’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine. The event featured theses that were in line with the provisions set out in 
the “Mandate” of the World Russian People’s Council published on March 27, 
2024. In particular, the "sacredness" of Russia's war against Ukraine was 
justified by the claim that the Russian Federation was supposedly "protecting 
Holy Russia and the world from the onslaught of globalism and the victory of the 
West, which had descended into Satanism"42.   
It is not known whether the act of declaring the “sacredness” of war had any 
significant impact on Russian society beyond a narrow circle of radical Orthodox 
fundamentalists. At the same time, it provoked criticism from the international 
Christian community. 

In particular, the World Council of Churches (WCC) condemned the decision of 
the World Russian People’s Council, which characterized the war in Ukraine as 
“holy”. The WCC emphasized that such statements contradict Christian 
principles of peace and reconcilement43. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew also 
issued a sharp criticism, stating that this war is not "holy" but "godless"44.   

"Jihad by Order": Strategies for Engaging Muslims in the "SMO" 
 

The Kremlin has a multi-level interest in the support by the Muslim community. In 
particular, the republics with predominantly Muslim populations have until 
recently played a key role in ensuring the electoral stability of the Putin regime. 
The six main Muslim regions – Chechnya, Ingushetia, Dagestan, 



Kabardino-Balkaria, Tatarstan and Bashkortostan – have demonstrated the 
highest level of loyalty to the government. In exchange, the Kremlin has allowed 
them to retain certain cultural and legal specifics45.   

Since the 2010s, after the Russian regime shifted to a conservative ideology, the 
state’s relationship with Muslim communities has become even stronger. In this 
context, Islam has come to be seen as an ally of the Kremlin in promoting 
so-called “traditional values.” In particular, the Mufti of Tatarstan, Kamil 
Samigullin, has become one of the key ideologists of amendments to the 
Russian Constitution aimed at consolidating the traditional model of the family as 
a “union of a man and a woman”46.   

Both official propaganda and the controlled muftiates actively spread the idea 
that Islam is one of the religions treated by the Russian authorities with special 
respect and provided with comprehensive support47. This idea is supported, in 
particular, by statements about resolving issues related to the construction of 
new mosques, which are critically lacking, especially in Moscow, at the highest 
political level48.   

It is obvious that the Kremlin’s real policy towards Muslim communities differs 
significantly from its official declaration. Practical measures and non-public steps 
of the authorities often contradict the rhetoric of “special respect” for Islam. The 
terms actively used in official discourse – in particular, “traditional” and 
“non-traditional” Islam – mostly serve as a tool for repression against 
representatives of the Islamic clergy and organizations that seem “suspicious” to 
the special services. 

A striking example of this is the situation with the Hizb ut-Tahrir organization, 
which is not recognized as a terrorist organization in most countries of the world, 
but has been given such status in the Russian Federation. Its supporters face 
severe persecution, receiving disproportionately harsh prison sentences simply 
for affiliation with the organization49.   

The Kremlin’s policy on religious literature is chaotic and often openly 
anti-Muslim. A striking example was the inclusion on August 29, 2022, of a 
translation of the hadiths of Sahih al-Bukhari, one of the most authoritative 
collections of Islamic texts, in the Federal List of Extremist Materials. No other 
country in the world has recognized collections of hadiths as “extremist”. Only 



after protests from the Council of Muftis of the Russian Federation and a sharp 
reaction from Ramzan Kadyrov were the Russian authorities forced to reconsider 
this decision50.   

Regular cases of humiliation of Muslims in state structures, in particular in the 
penitentiary system, remain insufficiently covered in the media, which allows 
Russian officials to avoid responsibility. In particular, there are numerous cases 
where the administration of correctional institutions confiscated the Koran from 
prisoners, forced them to eat food prohibited by Islamic prescriptions, and 
committed other acts of contempt for their religious beliefs51. It is likely that the 
commanders' demonstrative insult to the religious feelings of two Muslims of 
Tajik origin was one of the main reasons for the incident with dozens of dead and 
injured that occurred on October 15, 2022 at a military training ground in 
Belgorod52.   
A similar attitude is also evident in the actions of law enforcement agencies. 
Police and intelligence agencies regularly conduct raids on mosques during 
religious holidays and the obligatory Friday prayer (juma namaz). The most 
high-profile cases of mass detentions of Muslims in 2023–2024 occurred 
precisely during Friday prayers, which are mandatory for all adult Muslim 
males53.   

Despite all these trends, the Kremlin actively uses the message of its "special 
respect" for Islam not only in domestic policy, but also in rhetoric on the 
international stage. The Russian government positions itself as a state that 
protects the religious feelings of Muslims, unlike Western countries, which 
allegedly tolerate acts of desecration of Islamic shrines, in particular the Holy 
Quran. "This is a holy thing for Muslims and for everyone else. We know that in 
other countries they do things differently - they do not respect people's religious 
feelings and say that this is not a crime", - V. Putin said among other things 
during a visit to the mosque in Derbent on June 28, 202354. The Russian 
Federation does demonstratively persecute individuals accused of insulting the 
Quran, as in the so-called “Zhuravel Case”. However, Russian special services 
are most likely behind a series of similar actions in Europe. The FSB is also likely 
involved in supporting anti-Muslim sentiment in Moscow and organizing 
blasphemous anti-Islamic actions, which allows the authorities to manipulate the 
Muslim community using both carrot and stick methods55.   



An important element of the Kremlin’s policy of independence and commitment 
to the concept of a “multipolar world” is the demonstration of Russia’s “special” 
ties with the Muslim world. In the first decade of Putin’s rule, the Russian 
Federation’s approach to Muslim countries remained controversial. On the one 
hand, the Kremlin actively “solved” the problem of Islamic radicalism within the 
country, strengthening control over Muslim religious centers and restricting their 
activities. On the other hand, efforts to strengthen relations with Muslim states 
have failed to eliminate mutual distrust. In both Moscow and Muslim capitals, 
such initiatives were largely perceived as a demonstrative gesture designed to 
create the illusion of friendship and arouse “jealousy” in the West56.   

After 2014, Moscow repeatedly tried to demonstrate that the Muslim world 
supported its actions, including the annexation of Crimea and the war against 
Ukraine. One of the key propaganda messages aimed at the Muslim population 
of the Russian Federation was the claim that “no Muslim” or “no Arab” country 
had imposed sanctions against Russia. 

However, Moscow received real and practical support mainly from Iran, a Shiite 
theocratic state, and Syria, where power remained in the hands of the Alawites 
until the end of 2024. The Sunni world often denies recognition of Alawites as 
Muslims, considering them as a separate religious group that combines elements 
of Islam and pre-Islamic beliefs. This specificity in itself complicated the dialogue 
of the Russian Federation with leading Sunni countries, many of which are in a 
geopolitical confrontation with Iran57.   

Although Islam does not provide for a centralized religious hierarchy, Russia 
does have formalized religious administrations (Muslim Spiritual Directorate, 
muftiats) that perform administrative functions and interact with the state. Despite 
the Kremlin's attempts to create a unified administrative structure to control Islam 
in the Russian Federation, this has never been achieved due to competition 
between the Tatar and Caucasian muftiats, as well as personal conflicts between 
their leaders.   

At the same time, all key muftis demonstrate absolute loyalty to the authorities, 
which minimizes the risks of destabilizing Muslim communities. 

Today, there are several dozen independent religious administrations, most of 
which are part of four main centralized organizations: 



The Central Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Russia (CSAMS) 
(Ufa) is the oldest structure, dating back to Soviet times. It is headed by the 
Supreme Mufti Talgat Tajuddin, known for his eccentric behavior and scandalous 
statements that have drawn criticism from Russian Muslims58. In particular, in 
November 2022, he called Russia “a true caliphate of God, in which traditional 
values   are preserved, and representatives of different nationalities and religions 
live in peace”59.   

The Spiritual Administration of Muslims of the Russian Federation 
(SAM RF) (Moscow) established in 1994 and headed by Ravil Gaynutdin, who 
also heads the Council of Muftis of Russia (CMR). He tried to become the 
“number 1” Muslim leader in the Russian Federation, but was unable to maintain 
dominant influence even in Tatarstan60.   

The Coordination Center of Muslims of the North Caucasus (CCM 
NC) that was headed until August 2024 by Ismail Berdiyev from 
Karachay-Cherkessia, whose real influence was limited due to his archaic 
views61, the ethnic diversity of the region, and the dominance of Sufism there. He 
was succeeded by the Mufti of Chechnya, Salah Mezhiyev, who is called 
Ramzan Kadyrov’s “pocket mufti” and who has no serious authority among the 
RF’s Islamic clergy, either62.   

The Spiritual Assembly of Muslims of Russia (SAMR) established in 
2016 and headed by the former Mufti of Chuvashia, Albir Krganov. It is the 
youngest and most active organization, with a leader who is the most sensitive 
and prompt in responding to changes in the political environment63.   

After February 24, 2022, Russian muftis publicly outlined their position on the 
war in Ukraine. In general, it is quite loyal to the official Kremlin policy, although it 
contains certain differences in the interpretation of how specifically this armed 
conflict can be considered a "jihad". 

For instance, the CSAMS head, Talgat Tajuddin, stated64 that he “sincerely 
supports the decision to conduct a special military operation to protect the 
population, demilitarize, and eliminate the threat of the revival of Nazism”. He 
issued a special fatwa (theological opinion) in which he declared those who died 
during hostilities as part of the Russian Armed Forces, in particular during the 
“special military operation” in Donbas and Ukraine, to be shahids65.   



The SAMR Mufti, Albir Krganov, fully supported Russia’s war against Ukraine, 
emphasizing that “Muslims must wish victory for their Fatherland”66. At the same 
time, he did not demonstrate his own initiative in openly calling this war a jihad, 
limiting himself to vague phrases.   

The Mufti of Chechnya, Salah Mezhiyev, was one of the first to speak out on this 
issue. As early as February 27, 2022, he stated that the Chechen military, who 
are participating in hostilities in Ukraine, “are on the path of Allah”67. He 
compared them to the companions of the Prophet Muhammad, who “fought as 
part of the Ethiopian army against its opponents under the command of a 
Christian”. Later, during a roundtable discussion in the State Duma on March 29, 
Mezhiev declared that “fascists, Nazis, Satanists, the LGBT community, 
Wahhabis, and other ‘black devils’” were fighting against Russia, so all Muslims 
who died in this war would be recognized as shahids68.   

On March 16, 2022, the leaders of the Russian Federation's main muftiats made 
a joint statement in support of the war against Ukraine, calling it a “forced 
measure” to protect Russia from the threat of the use of “nuclear and biological 
weapons by NATO countries”69. They called on Muslims to defend “the interests 
of their Fatherland in dealing with fellow believers from other countries” and “to 
repulse all who try to denigrate the feat of our brothers”. It was also declared that 
“all Muslims who, with faith in Allah, died while fulfilling their duty to protect the 
Fatherland – the Russian Federation, their citizens, are shahids”. 

The only leader of the centralized muftiates who did not sign this statement was 
Ravil Gaynutdin, the head of the SAM RF. This probably indicates his 
disapproval (as a theologian) of the definition of war as “holy” for Muslims, but by 
no means a disagreement with military aggression itself. However, Gaynutdin 
“compensated” for this position with a number of other statements of a political 
nature. He repeatedly emphasized that Russian Muslims support President 
Vladimir Putin in his policies and wish him victory. In addition, he emphasized 
that the entire Islamic world “understands the decision of our president. They are 
waiting for the victory of Russian policy and are absolutely disinterested in the 
hegemony of only one state and the creation of a unipolar world”70.   

Controlled muftiats also supported partial mobilization in the fall of 2022, but 
appealed mainly to civic, not religious, sentiments71. In some regions (for 



example, in Ingushetia),72 local authorities and special services even had to apply 
pressure on those religious figures who preferred to “remain silent” and avoid 
direct support for the actions of the Russian authorities. Later, the topic of the 
“SMO” as “jihad” continued to be periodically promoted mainly by the leadership 
of the Chechen Republic and the muftis under its control. However, despite the 
active measures of Ramzan Kadyrov, who claims to be the “main protector” of all 
Muslims in the Russian Federation, these efforts have yielded rather modest 
results. The majority of the Islamic clergy in Russia (including those who in 
March 2022 signed statements recognizing to one degree or another the war as 
“jihad”) is limited to demonstrating loyalty to the authorities and general support 
for Muslims participating in hostilities73.   

At the same time, the Russian invasion of Ukraine has not been recognized as 
jihad by any authoritative Islamic theologians outside the Russian Federation. On 
the contrary, in the Muslim world it is mostly viewed as a political conflict, far from 
the religious principles of just war. Many influential Islamic leaders have 
emphasized that jihad involves the struggle to defend Muslim lands, and not 
participation in the military campaigns of a non-Muslim state seeking to expand 
its territories74.   

  
Russia’s Buddhists and the "SMO": Spiritual Teaching Versus 
Political Loyalty 

Buddhism in the Russian Federation is widespread in three remote regions: 
Kalmykia, Buryatia and Tyva. The number of followers of the Buddha’s teachings 
is estimated at approximately 1% of the population, which also influenced the 
level of attention (incommensurate with what we see in the case of Orthodoxy 
and Islam) from the Kremlin towards this denomination. It is characteristic, 
however, that during the “ceremonial” meetings of the Buddhist clergy with 
Russian leaders, the latter emphasized that the Russian Federation is the only 
European country in which Buddhism is recognized as a “traditional religion”75.   

The low "density" of communication between the central government and the 
Buddhist community was also due to the fact that, as in Islam, Buddhism does 
not have a "vertical" all-Russian structure, and in each of the regions where this 



religion is practiced, separate organizations are active. Buryat Pandit Khambo 
Lama Damba Ayusheyev is the only Buddhist among the members of the 
Interreligious Council of the Russian Federation, so he was often called the 
"representative of all Russian Buddhists", which is not true. The Buddhist 
Traditional Sangha of Russia (BTSR) headed by him, as of 2023, had 52 
communities in Buryatia and only 14 in the rest of the Russian Federation76. The 
fact that it is the “successor” of the Central Spiritual Administration of the USSR 
Buddhists, of course, gave it points in the Kremlin’s sporadic attempts to unite all 
Buddhists into one structure again. However, such projects looked unviable, if 
only for the reason that the BTSR headquarters remained in Ulan-Ude 
throughout the entire post-Soviet period. 

The Kremlin has a mixed attitude towards the use of international connections by 
Russian Buddhists, in particular, it seeks to minimize their contacts with the Dalai 
Lama XIV. Since 2004, this spiritual leader’s entry into Russia has been 
effectively blocked due to China’s position, as the Dalai Lama leads the Tibetan 
diaspora in exile. 

Damba Ayusheyev is known for his position on the autonomous development of 
Buddhism within the Russian Federation77. In particular, he has repeatedly 
emphasized the need to focus on the internal issues of the Buryat Buddhist 
community and Buryatia as such78, distancing himself from international initiatives 
related to the Dalai Lama.   

At the same time, the influence of the Central Spiritual Administration of 
Buddhists of Russia headquartered in Moscow, is growing79. It is headed by 
Geshe Yonten (Sergey Kirishov), a native of Kalmykia80, who is a member of the 
RF’s Public Chamber. Observers suggest that Kirishov could be seen as a 
potential successor to Ayusheev as an informal "frontman" of the Buddhist 
community in Russia. Despite this, he currently denies the existence of any 
competition between the country's two leading Buddhist organizations81. 
According to experts quoted in the "NG-Religion", the authorities' idea is for 
Ayusheyev to focus on issues of patriotic education and support for the 
traditional way of life of Buryat communities, while Kirishov, due to his diplomatic 
skills, will begin to play a more active role in the interaction with both Russian 
political structures and the international stage82.   



At the same time, two other important organizations remain autonomous – the 
Union of Buddhists of Kalmykia, led by Tenzin Choydak (Mutul Ovyanov),83 and 
the Union of Buddhists of Tyva, led by Kamba Lama Gelek Natsyk-Dorzhu84.   

In addition to the organizational difficulties that make it significantly harder or 
even impossible for the Kremlin to obtain massive support of aggressive military 
actions from the Buddhist clergy, there is also the specific pacifist nature of 
Buddhist teaching itself. Its doctrine is practically devoid of concepts similar to 
the idea of   "holy war" inherent in some other world religions.   

At the same time, certain attempts to interpret Buddhism in the spirit of justifying 
armed conflict have taken place85. Indicative in this context is the increase in the 
number of Russian-language publications in 2022 dedicated to the question: 
“Can war be justified from the point of view of Buddhist teachings?”86 Such 
discussions indicate efforts by individual authors to adapt the Buddhist tradition 
to the political context and legitimize war actions.   

In any case, official support and a kind of “blessing” of the so-called “special 
military operation” were expressed by Khamba Lama Damba Ayusheyev on 
March 3, 202287, who stated: “We are Buddhists and must maintain peace, 
harmony and tranquility. However, we live in a unified Russian state and defend 
the interests of our country, against which a dirty information war is being waged. 
We worry about our brothers and sons, who are currently in difficult military 
conditions. We pray for their well-being and for their return to their families. We 
must have a strong and reliable rear. Our Sahyusans are with us, our Great 
Khambo Lamas are with us, Buddha is with us!”88. In September 2022, Khambo 
Lama further “developed” his position, stating that “Buddhists must defend their 
Fatherland – this is a sacred duty. If called upon, a man must go. A man's dignity, 
especially in Buddhism, lies in the fact that a man must defend, if necessary – 
fight, win and return to his family. We are proud of our soldiers!.. We, Buddhists, 
as long as we live on this earth, are always indebted to someone. First of all, to 
our Fatherland. The time has come to repay the debt. We were born, raised in 
Russia, there was a peaceful sky above us. Debt is Karma! Karma is like debt. 
Debt must be repaid! There are no other concepts here".89   



Damba Ayusheyev's position has provoked a mixed, mostly negative reaction 
among Russian Buddhists. No other high-ranking religious leader has expressed 
a similar level of support.  

Even the head of the Buddhist community of Tyva, a region under the informal 
patronage of the now former RF Minister of Defense, Sergei Shoigu, refrained 
from making public statements of this kind. This is especially significant, given 
that the Kuzhuget Shoigu Cultural Foundation is a key sponsor of the 
construction of Buddhist religious buildings in Tyva and, in general, it was 
impossible for the local clergy to avoid “patriotic” statements and actions in 
support of the “SMO” participants90.   

At the same time, although the Dalai Lama XIV has not made public statements 
about the hostilities in Ukraine, his official representative in Russia, Mongolia and 
the post-Soviet countries, the head of the Buddhists of Kalmykia, Shajin Lama 
Telo Tulku Rinpoche (Erdni-Basan Ombadikov), has sharply condemned the 
invasion. In October 2022, he openly declared the unacceptability of the war, and 
in January 2023 he was recognized in Russia as a “foreign agent”91. "This war is 
not needed" Ombadikov said in an interview on the YouTube channel "Alchemy 
of the Soul". "I think that the Ukrainian side, of course, is really right - they are 
defending their country, their land, their truth, their Constitution, their people"92. 
His statement was unprecedented among Russian religious figures, who usually 
avoid public criticism of the Kremlin's actions. After that, Ombadikov resigned as 
Shajin Lama of Kalmykia and left Russia.   

It is important to note that within the Buddhist community, Telo Tulku Rinpoche 
enjoyed greater authority than Damba Ayushev. Russian Buddhist expert Andrei 
Terentyev suggested that there was no authoritative spiritual leader in Russia 
capable of replacing the émigré, since he knew all the problems of Russian 
Buddhism very well and was not only the official representative of His Holiness 
the Dalai Lama, but also his close confidant. "Not only in Kalmykia, but also in 
the Russian Federation, there is no Buddhist leader close in authority, against 
whom one could check the correctness of one's actions. There are respected 
lamas who are far from worldly and even more so political issues, and there are 
those who obediently follow the path of state policy - without particularly thinking 
about how it relates to the teachings of the Buddha", he noted93.   



The new leaders of the Kalmykia Buddhists (Tenzin Choydak (Mutulom 
Ovyanov) selected in February 2023 by the Dalai Lama from three proposed 
candidates) avoids public statements about the war, which, according to external 
observers, is self-speaking94. The silence of the spiritual leadership is perceived 
by some believers as a refusal to support military invasion, especially given the 
pacifist nature of Buddhist teachings.   
Despite the lack of a clear official “religious sanction” for participation in 
hostilities, individual representatives of the Buddhist community in Russia still 
decide to join military operations95. At the same time, there are also opposite 
cases when followers of Buddhism refuse to participate in the armed conflict 
referring to their religious beliefs96. This reflects not only the lack of a unified 
position among Russian Buddhists, but also demonstrates the significant role of 
individual choice in interpreting the moral and ethical principles of the faith in the 
conditions of modern political reality. 

"In the Shadow of War": Jewish Community Leaders Between 
Resistance and Adaptation to State Pressure 

According to the 2020-2021 census, the number of Jews in Russia was 82,64497. 
However, the small number (modern Judaism does not actually engage in 
proselytizing among other ethnic groups) is "compensated" by the high 
proportion of Jews among the country's business, scientific, cultural and artistic 
elites98. In addition, the demonstration of the "absence of anti-Semitism" and a 
favorable attitude towards representatives of Judaism is one of Putin's 
long-established "tricks", which, among other things, played an important role in 
building his image on the international stage and in communications not only with 
the State of Israel, but also with the Western world99. In the “historical insights” 
that the Russian leader is so fond of, the Khazar Kaganate (whose elites 
practiced Judaism) is also periodically mentioned, with an emphasis on the fact 
that the Khazars also played a role in the formation of the Russian ethnicity100. 
Putin's views on this issue also "correspond" to the fact that the Federal Law on 
Freedom of Conscience and Religious Associations also lists Judaism among 
the religions that constitute an integral part of the historical heritage of the 
peoples of Russia.   



In today's Russia, this religion is represented by three major movements: 
traditional Orthodox Judaism, Hasidism, and Reform (or progressive) Judaism.   

They are united in the two most influential organizations – the Congress of 
Jewish Religious Organizations and Associations in Russia (KJROAR)101, 
which includes Orthodox and Reform communities, and the Federation of 
Jewish Communities of Russia (FJCR)102, which operates under the auspices 
of Lubavitch Hasidism.   

The Chief Rabbi of Russia under the KJROAR is Adolf Shayevich, while the 
FJCR provides this “title” to Berl Lazar. The latter’s influence and level of 
communication with the Kremlin is undoubtedly higher than Shayevich’s. At the 
same time, Russian officials feel a certain “cognitive dissonance” here, because 
in the case of Judaism it is somewhat difficult to operate with the terminology 
“traditional” and “non-traditional”. In particular, there was a well-known scandal 
when representatives of the Russian Security Council tried to classify certain 
areas of Judaism as “sectarian”. It is illustrative, however, that in October 2022, 
the then Secretary of the Security Council, Nikolai Patrushev, publicly apologized 
for the mistake of his subordinate103.   

At the same time, representatives of Russian nationalists continue to insist on 
the "non-traditional" nature of the Chabad movement in Russia, periodically 
verbally "attacking" the Head of the FJCR, Alexander Boroda, and Chief Rabbi 
Berl Lazar104.   

Before the start of the so-called “special military operation,” the leaders of all 
official Jewish communities in Russia generally demonstrated loyalty to the 
authorities. This approach is explained both by domestic political pressure and 
by concerns for the stability and security of Jewish communities in the country. 
Official Jewish organizations in Russia traditionally take a cautious position, 
trying not to enter into conflict with the authorities, which is due to both historical 
experience and the specific political situation.   

Despite this, there were some tense moments, which arose mainly when Putin 
used historical and religious analogies that were sensitive from the point of view 
of Jewish beliefs and traditions. One of the most striking examples of such 
statements was Putin’s speech of December 4, 2014, in which he compared the 
significance of Crimea for Russia to the sacred role of the Temple Mount in 



Jerusalem for Jews and Muslims. In particular, he said: "For Russia, Crimea, 
ancient Korsun, Chersonese, Sevastopol have enormous civilizational and 
sacred significance, just like the Temple Mount in Jerusalem for those who 
practice Islam and Judaism. And that is how we will treat it from now on and 
forever"105.   
This statement caused a mixed reaction among religious Jews, as such an 
analogy contradicts the traditional Jewish perception of sacred places and the 
historical role of Jerusalem. However, leaders of Jewish organizations in Russia 
avoided open confrontation or public criticism of such statements by the 
president. This indicates a characteristic model of interaction between religious 
organizations and the state in the Russian political system, which involves 
maintaining political loyalty even in cases of ideological differences.   

The specifics of communication between the Kremlin and leaders of Jewish 
communities do not allow us to clearly determine what level or form of support 
was expected from them after February 24, 2022. The Russian authorities 
traditionally seek to demonstrate the unanimity of religious organizations in 
supporting state policy, however, in the case of Jewish communities, the situation 
was more complicated due to their historical sensitivity to issues of war and 
violence. 

Theoretically, Judaism has a concept of “Holy War” (Milhemet Mitzvah), which is 
used in cases of defense of the Jewish people or fulfillment of a divine 
command. However, even in a purely theoretical context, using this concept to 
justify Russia’s war against Ukraine seems even more problematic than attempts 
to justify aggression with similar precepts in other Abrahamic religions. 

According to the former Chief Rabbi of Moscow, Pinchas Goldschmidt, his 
departure from Russia in April 2022 was due to the authorities' demand to 
support the "special operation"106. Alexander Boroda, however, categorically 
denied that any pressure was exerted on the leaders of the Jewish communities 
at all: "There was no pressure on us. I spoke in the Israeli press and asked 
Goldschmidt to name the person who put pressure on him. After all, he is 
abroad, it is definitely safe for him. I do not think that he is the person who should 
be put under pressure. He was not the main speaker here or the one who 
expressed the opinion of the Jewish community to be under any special 



pressure. The Chief Rabbi of Russia, Berl Lazar, did not feel anything close to 
pressure, and neither did I"107.   

It is unlikely that the words of the loyalist rabbi should be taken at face value, but 
indeed, despite the fact that Berl Lazar did not make a statement in support of 
the SMO, but called for peace, no claims were made against him at the official 
level108. Moreover, in January 2023, the RF's Chief Rabbi, according to the FJCR, 
declared his readiness during a meeting with Putin to do anything to establish 
peace between Russia and Ukraine. He referred to the Talmud, which states that 
saving one person’s life is equal to saving the entire world, and emphasized the 
importance of every person’s life109.   

Without insisting on changing the public “pacifist position” of Jewish 
communities, the Kremlin, nevertheless, expected from rabbis working in Russia 
a clear declaration of political loyalty from the very beginning, in particular, in the 
matter of confirming the allegedly “Nazi” nature of modern Ukraine110. The 
Russian authorities have paid particular attention to using the historical memory 
of the Holocaust and the fight against Nazism as a tool to legitimize their policies. 
In 2023, this narrative was even reflected in the presidential address on the 
occasion of the Day of Salvation and Liberation11, the youngest of the Jewish 
holidays, officially established in 2013. In its greeting to Russian Jews, the 
Kremlin emphasized the continuation of the "cause of the victors" of World War II 
and stressed the need to confront "Nazi manifestations" in the modern world, 
which in the context of Russian propaganda directly alluded to the events in 
Ukraine.   

Jewish community leaders in Russia, while refraining from openly supporting the 
Kremlin’s official narratives, generally avoided publicly denying them. At the 
same time, they periodically distanced themselves from or even condemned the 
position of their Ukrainian co-religionists, who openly supported the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine and condemned Russian aggression112. This "balancing" 
between cautious loyalty to the Russian authorities and reluctance to openly 
engage in the war, however, did not protect them from attacks from Russian 
nationalist circles, which demanded unequivocal support for the so-called 
"SMO"113.   



Skepticism and distrust of Russian Jewish leaders on the part of right-wing 
radical groups were particularly heightened in cases where it appeared that there 
were no insurmountable differences between the official representatives of the 
Jewish communities of Russia and Ukraine, and contacts between them had not 
been completely severed114. This created additional pressure on Jewish 
communities within Russia, forcing them to be even more restrained in their 
public statements.   

At the same time, the list of those who expressed dissatisfaction with the 
“ambiguous” position of the Jews was not limited to Orthodox Christian 
fundamentalists, Russian nationalists, and popular anti-Semites. Symptomatic in 
this context is the case associated with Vladimir Putin’s symbolic “confirmation” 
of the special status of Judaism as one of the traditional religions of Russia, 
along with Orthodox Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism. 
On September 30, 2022, during the solemn ceremony of signing agreements on 
the annexation of four Ukrainian regions, Putin mentioned Judaism as one of the 
“fundamental traditional religions” in the Russian Federation. Russian Jewish 
communities promptly reprinted the relevant excerpt from his speech, 
demonstrating symbolic loyalty115. However, this gesture proved insufficient for all 
political groups within Russia. In particular, the head of the Chechen Republic, 
Ramzan Kadyrov, when publishing the text of Putin’s address, demonstratively 
removed the mention of Judaism from it116, thereby emphasizing the hierarchical 
priorities in the official religious policy of the Russian Federation and confirming 
the presence of internal contradictions in the approaches to the interaction of the 
authorities with different religions.   

  

Conclusions 

1. The use of the concept of “Holy War” in Russian political discourse 
has deep historical roots, in particular in the context of the mythologizing of the 
“Great Patriotic War” (1941–1945). During this period, the fight against Nazism 
was presented as a “holy cause”, despite the fact that the USSR itself remained 
an atheistic/theophobic state. In modern conditions, President Vladimir Putin 
actively appeals to this plot, using the rhetoric of the fight against “Fascism” and 
“Nazism” to legitimize an aggressive foreign policy, in particular the war against 



Ukraine. The lack of objective basis for such accusations indicates a deliberate 
manipulation of historical analogies aimed to sacralize the war. The use of 
religious narratives in this context not only strengthened the political argument, 
but also was intended to give the war a moral and religious justification, 
contribute to domestic support, and influence the perception of the conflict by a 
certain part of the international community. 

2. The understanding of “holy war” in the rhetoric of Russian rulers 
differs significantly from the traditional theological understanding of this concept. 
In this case, we are talking about an attempt to create a hybrid ideological 
construct within the so-called “civil religion” that is being formed in Russia. For 
the Kremlin, this concept is primarily a mobilization tool that uses historical 
trauma and religious symbolism to consolidate society and justify aggression. 
This approach contributes to the integration of state ideology with religious 
motives, which, in theory, should increase the effectiveness of mobilization 
measures and ensure support from broad population strata. 

3. A separate difficulty is the Kremlin’s use of eschatological motifs 
(which are present in the beliefs of all “traditional” religions of the Russian 
Federation) to legitimize its aggressive actions. Although these ideas are not 
always expressed openly, they are evident in the rhetoric of Russian leaders, 
especially in the international context. The Russian government is trying to 
position the country as a spiritual and civilizational “bulwark” against the West, 
which is supposedly the bearer of “moral decline”. This interpretation is aimed at 
forming an internal interfaith consensus on Russia’s exceptional role as a 
defender of traditional values. 

4. From the beginning of the war, the Russian leadership sought to 
ensure maximum external and internal "legitimization" of its actions. At the same 
time, there is no reason to claim that before February 24, 2022, there was a 
coordinated plan to involve the clergy of "traditional denominations" for the 
propaganda "sacralization" of the war. It is likely that the concept of "holy war" 
began to develop actively after the realization of the protracted nature of 
hostilities, which necessitated the need for additional ideological tools to obtain 
both internal and external support. 



5. The first to actively raise the issue of participation in the war as a 
duty dictated by religious precepts were Russian Muslim leaders. This may 
indicate a particular fear of the Russian leadership of possible overt or covert 
disloyalty from this group. The muftis' signature under the statements that the 
"special military operation" is a "jihad" and those killed in it become "shahids" 
was an additional "oath of allegiance" and a demonstration of their willingness to 
take responsibility for the sentiments of the faithful. 

6. The use of religious terminology to justify the war was most active 
among all denominations, except the ROC, at the initial stage of the conflict, as 
well as during the mobilization period in the fall of 2022. Over time, this topic 
gradually became marginalized, and the Kremlin was satisfied with 
demonstrative political support from religious leaders without the need for active 
theological justification. This indicates the adaptability of religious institutions to 
political realities, where unconditional support for state policy is the priority. 

7. The ROC's argument for the sacralization of war has undergone a 
certain evolution. Initially, the emphasis was on the "absolution of sins" for the 
fallen combatants, which appeared in the rhetoric after the announcement of 
mobilization. A year later, there was a gradual transition to the official declaration 
of the war as "holy". This initiative belonged to Patriarch Kirill and was not a 
direct instruction from the Kremlin, which indicates a certain autonomy of the 
church leadership in the formation of religious support for the war. 

8. Only a small number of cases of resistance from "top" religious 
leaders have been recorded. Only the RF's Chief Rabbi, Berl Lazar, and the 
leader of Kalmykia Buddhists, Telo Tulku Rinpoche, have spoken out against the 
war in one form or another. There are known protests and statements from 
representatives of the lower clergy of various denominations, but they are quite 
few. At the same time, the number of those who have expressed open 
enthusiasm in supporting the war is limited, as well. These include, in particular, 
the ROC Patriarch Kirill (Gundyaev), the “Supreme Mufti of Russia” Talgat 
Tatutjin, and the Head of the RF's Buddhist Traditional Sangha Damba 
Ayushchev. These are still Soviet cadres formed in cooperation with the KGB 
and oriented towards maximum loyalty and the priority of state interests over 
intra-religious ones. 



9. Religious rhetoric and targeted statements by the clergy did not 
become a significant factor in increasing the number of volunteers to participate 
in the war. This indicates the rather low authority of the official clergy, the small 
percentage of truly practicing believers, and the generally limited effectiveness of 
religious arguments to justify a war of conquest. Although the active “pro-war” 
position of individual spiritual leaders probably had an impact on the level of 
motivation of a certain part of the servicemen of the Russian Armed Forces, it 
can be assumed at the same time that these leaders will be involved in the 
formation of the “image of Victory in the SMO” after its end - and at a level quite 
commensurate with what was recorded at the stages of the need to justify the 
invasion and carry out mobilization. 

10. The declaration of war as “holy” did not bring Russia the expected 
results in the international arena. On the contrary, such rhetoric was subject to 
significant criticism from world religious and political leaders and contributed to 
the further loss of authority of the Russian Orthodox Church and other religious 
institutions in Russia. This contributed to the intensification of discussions about 
the inadmissibility of using religion as a tool to justify aggression and violence, 
which, in turn, increased criticism of the Kremlin by the international community. 
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